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ABSTRAK
Pranita Rahmadhani. 2018. Kesulitan-kesulitan siswa dalam memahami teks bacaan di kelas
sepuluh Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. Sskripsi, Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah
dan Keguruan, Universitas Islam Negeri Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi.

Penelitian ini adalah tentang analysis kesulitan-kesulitan siswa dala memahami teks
bacaan di kelas sepuluh Madasah Aliyah Tebo. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk
mengetahui kesulitan siswa dalam memahami teks bacaan. Penelitian ini menggunakan
pendekatan kualitatif. Teknik dalam mengumpulkan data menggunakan pengamatan dan
wawancara. Wawancara dengan sepuluh siswa yang mempunyai skor terendah dalam latihannya.
Kemudian, data dianalisis dengan menggunakan deskriptif analisis. Hasil dari penelitian ini
menunjukkan bahwa siswa: kurang dalam menguasai kosakata, tidak bisa memahami teknik
dalam memahami bacaan, dan juga fasilitas disekolah yang kurang. Dari wawancara, peneliti
menemukan bahwa kesulitan utama siswa dipengaruhi oleh kelemahan meraka dalam menguasai
berbagai kosakata. Oleh karena itu, siswa menjadi sulit dalam memahami teks bacaan. Untuk
membantu mereka, dengan memberikan kesadaran pengeahuan kosakata kepada siswa dapat
meningkatkan pemahaman bacaan mereka.
Kata kunci: Students’ difficulties, Comprehending reading text.
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ABSTRACT
Pranita Rahmadhani. 2018. Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending Reading Texts at the Tenth
Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. Thesis, Department of English Education, Faculty of
Education and Teacher Training, State Islamic University Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin
Jambi.
The research is about analysis the students’ difficulties in comprehending reading text at
the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. The aims of this research is to find out the students’
difficulties in comprehending reading texts. This research was used qualitative approach. The
technique of collecting data used observation and interview. The interview with ten students who
had lower score in their reading assignment. The data was analyzed by using analysis
descriptive. The result of this research showed that the students: lack of vocabulary mastery,
unable to understand the technique in reading comprehension, and also in the school lack of
facilities. From the interview, the researcher found that the major of students’ difficulties
influenced by their weaknesses in mastering a wide range of vocabulary. Therefore, the students
become difficulties to comprehend reading texts. To help them, by giving awareness of
vocabulary knowledge to the students can improves their reading comprehension.
Keywords: Students difficulties, Comprehending reading text.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Backgroud of Study
The English language is a subject taught in schools from elementary to
collage. To equip studens to be able to communicate using the English language
and when they meet English language subject at higher levels they don’t feel
confused because they have learned when still studying at ground level (Yuhana,
2013).
English language is one important study because it’s beside as
international language also include in their final examination (Petel, 2008:113). In
learning English language there are four skill that must be mastered by students
including : reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The fourth of this ability is
crucial to developed so that students can communicate orally and in writing.
Reading is one of the fourth language skills covered in the subjects of English
language, and also the author discusses about the reading.
Reading is a part of four basic skill of English. Reading is one of
important language skill that must be mastered by every one. Reading is very
needed by every one, such as reading magazine, announcement, newspaper, street
sign, or pamphlet in anywhere.
Reading is one of language skills that should be learned by the students.
The purpose of learning reading is to comprehend the writer’s ideas or the way the
writer communicates with the readers by the written or printed words. Besides,
reading is important for the students in order to find out the available information
in a passage.
In the educational domain, reading is one of the most common and often
compulsory activities that students and academicians have to do all the time, all
around the world. They are required to rread many kinds of texts for various tyes
purposes dealing with their assignments and other academic demands. Yukselir
(2014) considers that reading is one of the most beneficial fundamental, and
central skills for students to master in order to learn new information, to gain
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acces to alternative explanations and interpretations and to start the synthesis of
critical evaluation skills. Hung and Ngan (2015) have also said that reading is a
basic skill that can improve students’ vocabulary, fluency, speaking, and writing
and finally can help them to master target language. It is a no-brainer to state that
having good reading skill is essential for successful students.
Broadly speaking, one of the most frequent topics in the EFL reading
classroom today is the issues reading comprehension. Reading comprehension is
not just reading with aloud voice but reading is established to understand the
meaning of words, sentence, and paragraph as well as sense relationship among
the ideas (Simanjuntak,2003:4).
Reading comprehension is a skill that is critical in the educational success
of all individuals. Without adequate reading comprehension is an important skill
needed for all areas of school. Subjects, other than reading or literature, where
comprehension skills are significantly important include science, social studies
and math. In the area of science, research indicates that many students lack prior
knowledge and reading strategies to generate inferences, thus, the students
comprehend texts poorly. It s also found that students lack the specific reading
strategies to generate inferences that aid in understanding of texts (Best, Rowe,
Ozura, and McNamara, 2005).
Reading comprehension means how the students find the information from
the text. Whenever students just read loudly but cannot understand the content of
the text, it means they are failed. The readers must be able to comprehend the
meaning of printed words. The main goal of learning reading comprehension is to
make students understand the idea and the meaning of the passage.
Stauffer (1969) has mentioned the necessity to comprehend texts by
stating reading means comprehending. In the sense, few would deny that the
ability to comprehend English texts is probably one of the aspects which are most
required by EFL students. However, in reality many EFL students are still
struggling to overcome their reading comprehension problems.
Davoudi and Yousefi (2015) have listed a number of EFL learners’
reading difficulties and problems such as deficits in vocabulary knowledge and
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background knowledge, problems with grammatical knowledge and also poor
reading strategies which is in fact very important to reduce the difficulties
(Samad, Jannah& Fitriani,2017).
Reading comprehension needs specific strategies and abilities. According
to Yogi (2015), there are the eighth components of reading comprehension, that
are : (1) skimming and scanning, (2) vocabulary in context, (3) findng topic and
ain ideas, (4) finding purpose and organization, (5) finding reference words, (6)
finding details and factual information, (7) finding inference words, and (8)
finding attitude of the author and the tone of the passage.At least, the students
need to able understand how to find : (1) the factual information in the text, (2)
finding topic and main idea, (3) vocabulary in context, (4) reference words in
order too get and to share the nformation from the reading text.
Based on the informal interview with students in the preliminary research
at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, the researcher found the students’
difficulties in reading comprehension. Most of the students lack of vocabulary, it
makes them had difficulties in finding the meaning of the words and the
sentences. They also faced difficulties to understanding the content of the texts.
Beside that, the researcher also saw that the teacher in learning process only
giving task to translate the texts, it makes the students unable for sharing how
does the technique in comprehending a text rightly. In fact, the students needed to
know how does the technique to comprehending the text.
At the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, the students also unable
understanding in reading comprehension because they lack of knowledge how to
apply the technique in reading skill such as skimming and scanning. Then, the
students unable getting the message from the text because they confused to
different and decide between main idea and topic sentence. They also difficult to
get the general information , specific information, vocabulary and grammatical.
Mostly of the students difficult to understand of the words and contexts of the
sentence.
When English teacher is teaching does not giving the way or theory how
to read the text rightly, so in teaching and learning process the students is difficult
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to identifying the text through their reading well.Its will made the students feel
confious and lazy when comprehending reading texts.
In order to become better reader, the students need to be attentive of how
they are reading and what can they do to improve their comprehension in reading
a text, and one of them is having a strategy in reading. McNamara (2007:34)
states that reading strategies are important to gain successful in comprehension.
The reader also can be taught some strategies to improve their comprehension.
The teacher should find a new attractive strategy that can attract students’ interest
to read.
Based on the description above, the researcher intends to conduct research
entitled “Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending Reading Texts at the Tenth
Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo”.
B. The Research Focus
This research was focused on the analysis of students’ difficulties in
comprehending reading texts. This research focuses on the tenth grade students of
Madrasah Aliyah Tebo.
C. The Limitation of Problem
Because the researcher finds many problems in this research, the
researcher only focus on students’ difficulties in learning comprehending reading
texts at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo.
D. The Formulation of Research
Based on the background of study above, the formulation of the problem
in this research is : What are the students’ difficulties in comprehending reading
texts at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo?
E. The Objective of Research
The objective of this research was to find out what are the students’
difficulties at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo.

F. The Significance of Research
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1. For researcher, this study is useful to know the students’ difficulties in
comprehending reading texts.
2. This research is done in order to give significance contribution in teaching
and learning processes through knowing the difficulties face by students in
comprehending reading texts at the tenth grade students of Madrasah
Aliyah Tebo. It is hoped that wiil help the teachers to know the current
students’ difficulties in comprehending reading text.
3. This research is useful as reference what the difficulties faced by students
in comprehending reading texts.

CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
A. Learning Difficulties
Learning difficulties is incompetence learning. The term learning
difficulties synonymously with learning disabilities, learning disorder, learning
problems, and severe learning problems to describe students with essentially the
same characteristic.In the world of education there are the terms of learning
difficulties and learning disabilities. The term of disabilities have meaning as
“difficulty” to given optimistic impression that the children actually still able to
learn. Therefore, learning difficulties and learning disabilities in the world of
education have same meaning that is the difficulty which are faced by the students
in learning.
According the students’ development and concealing (2003) that a student
in difficulty is any student who encounters major obstacles to the successful
completion of their educational goals. Students typically experience college as a
time of significant transition and adjustment. Stress arising from this period of
change may be of an academic, social, financial, work, family, or institutional
nature. At times, this stress can become so severe that it poses a serious threat to
academic progress. These resources can offer additional support and aid in the
development of enhanced coping skills. Timely and effective assistance to address
the needs of these students is important in order to increase the probability that
they will achieve their education goals. It means that the students get difficulty
because they lack the interest and the intellectual.
The students may wish or expect to continue to receive further support
from them and ask for quite a lot of their time. If they are unwilling to be referred
to someone in a more appropriate role, they may experience quite a lot of pressure
to provide this support directly. They may feel concern for the student and worry
that they may feel rejected if they do not offer support. It means that the students’
needs are more concentration, if the students do not concentrate for education, the
students have difficult with our skill. Therefore, the students should understand
with our education, especially, reading is important for students. Because by
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reading, students can increase their knowledge. If the students do not read,
students get really difficult to increase their knowledge.
According to Makar (2005) students have difficulty correctly reading
information. We offer some reasons for why it is important for students to be able
to correctly read and offer suggestions for how to help develop this type of
reasoning18. It means that students should increase their information in order
students do not get difficult in their education.
Learning difficulties is a general term that describes specific kinds of
learning problems. A learning difficultis can cause a person to have trouble
learning and using certain skills. The skills most often affected are reading,
writing, listening, speaking, reasoning, and doing math. Learning disabilities vary
from person to person. One person with LD may not have the same kind of
learning problems as another person with LD. One person may have trouble with
reading and writing. Another person may have trouble in each of these areas, as
well as with understanding what people are saying.
From official definition of learning disabilities by Learning Disabilities
Association of Canada (2002) learning disabilities refer to a number of disorders,
which may affect the acquisition, organization, retention understanding, or use
verbal or nonverbal information. These disorders affect learning in individuals
who otherwise demonstrate at least average essential for thinking and/or
reasoning. As such, learning disabilities are distinct from global intellectual
deficiency.
According to the Queensland Studies Authority (2007) learning difficulties
refers to barriers that limit access to, participation in, and out-comes from the
curriculum.
Students with learning difficulties is very general term, used widely and
without much precision. Usually the term is applied to students whose learning
problems in school are not directly related to any specific physical, sensory or
intellectual impairment (although in some cases their intelligence may be
somewhat below average). Instead, the learning difficulties may be due to external
factors such as socio-cultural disadvantage, limited opportunities to learn, a lack
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of support from home, an inappropriate curriculum, or insufficient teaching in the
early years. The learning problems these students experience are often further
exacerbated by their emotional reactios to lack of success (Peter, 2008).
According to Federal (1977) learning difficulties is a disorder in one or
more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using
language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to
listen, speak, read, spell or to do mathematical calculations. The term includes
such conditions as perceptual handicaps, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction,
dyslexia and developmental aphasia. The term does not include children who have
learning problems which are primarily the result of visual, hearing or motor
handicaps, of mental retardation, emotional disturbance or of environmental,
cultural or economic disadvantages.
The National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD) stated
learning disabilities is a generic term that refers to a heterogeneous group of
disorders manifested by significant difficulties in the acquisition and the use of
listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning, or mathematical abilities. These
disorders are intrinsic to the individual and presumed to be due to central nervous
system dysfunction. Even though a learning disability may occur concomitantly
with other handicapping conditions (e.g., sensory impairment, mental retardation,
social and emotional disturbance) or environmental influences (e.g., cultural
differences, or inappropriate instruction, psycholinguistic factors).it is not the
direct result of those conditions or influences (Lerner, 1988).In sum, learning
disabilities is lifelong difficulties in learning, which a person faces in any
area/areas of life in spite of normal intelligence, because his mind perceives,
processes and expresses information in a manner which does not conform to
accepted societal/environmental norms.
Carvalho in Yunyta (2014) said that many students have difficulties in
performing the tasks they are assigned. These difficulties concern mainly three
aspects: reading and selecting relevant content, organizing and synthesizing
information retrieved from different textual sources, and making use of
conventional forms adopted by the academic community. Many students are
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unfamiliar with tasks like this and some of them explicitly admitted, it had been
difficult for them to understand what they are expected to do. These difficulties
may be related to students’ past schooling experience and the literacy practices
they had been used to. As we said above, in Portuguese schools, writing is rarely
seen as a learning tool and students are more often asked to use it in knowledge
reproduction tasks than in knowledge construction ones. It means that students get
more difficulty in reading because students feel lazy to read. Reading
comprehension is so useful for them to obtain new insight which is called
receptive skill, and Writing can help them in productive skill. Therefore, if the
students have difficulties in performing task, the students have a lot to read.
B. Students Difficulties in Reading Comprehension
To comprehend a text, Westwood (2001: 31) argues that readers must use
information they already possess to filter, interpret, organize and reflect upon the
incoming information they get from the text. He think that efficient interpretation
of the text involves a combination of word recognition skill, linking of new
information to prior knowledge, and application of appropriate strategies such as
locating the main idea, making connections, questioning, inferring and predicting.
Therefore, comprehending the English reading text is not an easy thing, so that is
why there are many students find difficulties in comprehending the English text.
Reading difficulty refers to problem associated with reading and it was
causing to fall behind in terms of reading requirements within the classroom
(Oberholzer, 2005). It means that reading difficulty is the problems that are faced
by the students in comprehending the text. This problem can have negative effect
on their study especially in their reading ability.
Moreover, Kuswidyastutik (2013) said that someone’s understanding of a
thing can be measured by whether or not he was in answering questions related to
it and the difficulty can be seen from the mistakes he did while working on the
questions. The basic questions on the reading test is about the main idea, finding
reference, understanding the difficult word and making inference based on the
passage. The researcher considers that those questions are also the basic
difficulties that are face by the students in comprehending the text.
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According to Joseph in Yunyta (2014) when students exhibit difficulty
understanding and deriving meaning from text, the explicit instruction on
comprehending needs to be provided. Difficulties understanding text can be
derived from not knowing meanings of words or concepts, not capturing factual
information, not inferring about content, and not forming relationships among
content presented in text. Therefore, the students have difficulties understanding,
meaning of word or concepts and inferring information
According to Oakhill (1993) he shows that one general problem that lessskilled comprehends seems to have is making inferences from text. These
difficulties include: (a) inferring information that is only implicit in a text; (b)
making inferences to connect up the ideas in a text; (c) inferring the meanings of
particular words from context. Three studies discuss about the difficulties in
reading comprehension. The above studies about inferring information that is only
implicit in a text include main idea.
According to Wilawan (2012) found explicitly main idea is not a difficult
reading task for many people due the fact that they can search for main points of
text at specific locations of paragraphs (i.e. the first, second or last sentence) but
explicit included local main idea, it is Explicit connective has two types of text
require readers to infer the underlying structure of the text, which is a difficult
task for students. Determining implied main idea is much more difficult and can
be problematic for most readers. Main idea comprehension, as noted earlier, is a
difficult task which involves the simultaneous application of bottom-up, topdown. Determining a main idea of a text is one of the most difficult tasks in
reading comprehension. It is a complex process which concerns the application of
variousreading strategies. Students have difficulty in comprehension, particularly
in identifying main ideas and important details.
The main idea is generally stated in the topic sentences, which is often the
first sentences in paragraph. The main idea is easier to identify when it is first or
the last sentences in the paragraph. It is more difficult to find when it is located in
the middle of a reading. And it is perhaps most difficult to identify when it is
inferred and not actually stated. Inference making is understanding language, it is
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often necessary to make inferences to go beyond what is stated explicitly in the
text or discourse to infer the intended message. Even very straightforward texts
require inferences to be drawn. Therefore, if the reader does read in text, they will
infer the text that they have understood. Besides, main idea is important in text, so
that, main idea must look for firstly. After that, they do making inference in text.
Spivey (2011) shows that most all texts have one sentence within a
paragraph or passage stating the author’s message, or main idea. The main idea
can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a paragraph or passage. Finding the
main idea becomes more difficult in the upper grades where the main idea may be
explicit (a complete sentence taken directly from the text) or implied (summarized
by evaluating thedetails in the text). The sentences in the text may have too much
detail to pick one main idea or so little information that there is no obvious
message.
The main idea helps readers recall important information. Locating the
main idea helps the reader understand the points the writer is attempting to
express. Identifying the relationship between these will improve comprehension.
Whorter writes in his book entitled “Topics, Main idea, and Topics
sentences” State that the students learned earlier that the main idea of a paragraph
is most important point. The main idea is also the most general statement the
writer makes about the topic. In this brief paragraph, the main idea is expressed in
the first sentence. This sentence, known as the topic sentence, is the most general
statement in the paragraph. All the other sentences are specific details that explain
this main idea. In addition, Williams noted the importance of identifying main
ideas as essential to successful reading comprehension in terms of drawing
inferences from text, studying effectively.
Main idea is important in reading comprehension because main idea is
important information that tells more about the overall idea of a paragraph or
section of a text and most paragraphs have a main idea that is either contained in
general sentences or else suggested by several specificsentences and making
inferences make the students difficulty in a text. So that way, if the students do
not find the inferring information that is only implicit in a text included main idea,
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the students will difficult to read some books especially in reading
comprehension.
Many greater difficulty in measuring comprehension is apparent when one
tries to evaluate the reader’s understanding in the more intangible areas of critical
reading and thinking, judging, evaluating, or applaying understanding gained
from the printed page (Wagman, 2003: 95).
According to Parera (2002: 95) there are types of difficulty in reading
comprehension, as follow:
1. Illegible handwriting, print that is blurred or uncomfortably small, or lack
of contrast between the words and the background.
2. When the subject matter is outside the reader’s knowledge and
experienced. In this case, it is possible for all the words of the text to be
understand but for the whole not to make sense.
3. Presented by unfamiliar vocabulary. Some of the book written for junior
school pupils, contains several words which are unlikely to be known by
young children.
4. There may be grammatical difficulties in the text.
5. They overall of discourse organization may be unclear or unfamiliar.
6. Lack of facilities.
According to Burgmeler, Eldred, and Zimmerman (2007), the difficulty of
reading comprehension can devide; establishing a context, understanding words,
putting words into sentence and the last using word in context. For faster reading
with comprehension, you certainly should be able to make reading and study time
a more meaningful valuable, productive and enjoyable experience (Culter,
2003:2).
The EFL reader may have difficulty to differentiate between the various
meanings of the same word, e.g. to differentiate between homonyms or
homophones. The word “left” has more than one meaning and the word
pronounced “rite” has four spellings, viz, rite, write, right and wright and a host of
meanings. In this sense, the EFL reader who only knows one meaning of the word
right may easily misunderstand the meaning of a sentence with right in it. On the
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other hand, knowledge about collocations, idioms and proverbs is also important
to be learned by the EFL reader. The reader will not get the real meaning of an
idiom or a proverb if they translate it literally. Nuttal (2002) has mentioned that
complex noun groups, nominalizations, co-ordinatingconjuctions, participatial
phrases, and prepositional phrases tend to be the cause of many problems in
reading comprehension because those elements make texts more complex and
harder to understand by EFL students.
In other situation, readers may not understand a text because they may lack
background knowledge about what they are reading. Goodman (1979) has said
that even the most excellent readers frequently have difficulty to connect what
they already know before they read something. In generally, the readers faced
when comprehending texts are difficulty to connect ideas in the text, difficulty to
differentiate the main and supporting points in the text, lack of a good reading
strategy, lack of cultural knowledge, the text length, lack of background
knowledge, lack of working memory and inability or never been trained to do
speed reading.
C. The Nature of Reading
1. Definition of Reading
Reading is one of English skills besides speaking, listening and writing. It
is the way to understand written messages. According to Nuttal (2000:2)
reading means a result of interaction between the writer‟ s mind and the
reader‟s mind. It is the way how to the reader tries to get the message or the
intended meaning from the writer. In this process, the reader tries to create the
meanings intended by the writer, the reader can get the message, and the
writer‟ s meaning sense.
Reading is one of the basic skills of language learning. It can not be
separated from other skills of language learning besides writing, speaking and
listening. Those skills must be learned all by English language learners.
Reading skill can help improve other language skills. Generally, the skill of
reading is developed in societies with literary taste, because it can lead to
develop comprehension, enrich vocabulary
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Reading is interpreted symbols in a meaningful way and is an estimate
psycholinguistics. Reading is a mechanism closely related to the senses,
especially the sense of sight. Reading is the first step on the road to learning. It
is a knob of the door opening to the known from unknown. It is draws the
flow of life, shaping your future, enables us to understand the history and is
waiting to be solved cryptic treasure which hidden feet allowed in the mind,
language and heart. Reading, enhance individual enlightenment. It increases
academic knowledge, expands the general culture, provides socialization. It
has an important place in the learning of ethical values, in the raising the level
of moral and the winning aesthetics.
Reading is the most effective communication tool which is used
throughout life, starting from the first class -average of five years-.
Information is an effective way to develop skills. Mental abilities such as
comprehension, understanding, interpretation, judgment, analysis-synthesis
making, assessment are developed with accurate, fast and continuous
acquisition of reading skills. Life and civilization, largely based on the success
of individual in the reading and writing.Reading, is one of the main sources
which is feeding and improving the idea. To become aware of the individual's
individuality depend on the winning of the reading power. Recognize words,
to find the meaning of words to comprehend or to interpret the reading
material, read quiet with the appropriate speed reading for purpose of reading
and material, read aloud, read books effective, get pleasure from reading,
reading to develop the ability to use to meet individual interests and needs, to
maintain rich and varied experiences through reading, improve continuous
reading interests, to understand current events, meet needs and requirements,
intellectual needs, improve themselves, meeting individual and social requests
and a hobby type of struggle can be ranked among the purposes of reading.
Reading is an interactive process n which readers construct a meaningful
representation of a text using effective reading strategies. Reading is a
complex process of which a reader constructs, to some degree a message
enclosed by a writer in graphical language.
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By reading, people able to know many information because reading is a
window of the world. Recently, most of information and knowledge are
available in newspapers, magazines, book, etc. Books can contain tremendous
ides and can be numerous sources of ideas. Generally, reading is a process to
obtain much information.
Reading is central to the learning process. Nawawi stated that by reading
activity, people may gain important information that is not presented by
teachers in the classroom, and he added that the reader is an active participant
who has an important interpretive function in the reading process. It means
that in the cognitive model, people as readers are more than passive
participants who get information while an active text make itself and it is
meanings known to them.
2. The Purpose of Reading
Reading should have a purpose, because someone is reading with a
purpose, tend to be more understanding than people who do not have goals.
Because reading is an active activity, responding to the meaning of what is
read, then read the main goal is to search for and obtain information, including
the content, understand the significance of reading.
Everyone has a different goal in reading. Set a goal to read the reader is
influenced by many factors, including the needs, conditions and situations
read. There are some of the opinion of experts on the purpose of reading:
According to White (2002) mentions the existence of three kinds of the
purpose of reading:
1) To add insight or knowledge that is factual.
2) To increase the intellectual power.
3) To get pleasure or to get entertainment.
According to Nurhadi (2000) argues that the purpose of reading is as
follows:
1) Understand in detail and thoroughly the contents of the book.
2) Catch the main idea or main idea is right.
3) Get information about something.
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4) Recognize the meaning of words.
5) Want to know the important events that occurred in surrounding
communities.
6) Want to get pleasure from works of literature.
7) Want to know the important events happening around the world.
8) Want to get information about someone’s opinion (expert) of the
definition of a term.
Based on definition above the purpose of reading is to obtain information
from the text. Which includes the contents, understanding the meaning of
reading. Its means, meaning (sense) is closely related to the purpose or we
intensively in reading.
3. The Importance of Reading
Reading is one of the most important skills in learning language besides
listening, speaking, and writing. According to Damian, reading is an activity
that involves greater level concentration and gives conversational skill to
reader. It acquired a lot of knowledge. Besides, reading can improve
students‟ attention span and comprehension. In general, there are two reasons
why reading is important in daily life:
1) Reading will help to achieve some clear aim or information. It means
that reading is one of the ways to get information.
2) Reading is needed for career, for study purposes, or simply for
pleasure. Teacher or students reads a book to improve their knowledge
and people read comic, magazine, or novel for pleasure.
For language teaching, reading is useful for language acquisition. It can
help to improve students’ English ability. Brown (1970) said that reading
competence is important because it underlines success in all areas of study in
high school, but it is essential to personal enrichment and development of
intelligent citizenship. It means that increasing the ability of reading indicates
a student's success in other subject areas. If their reading is good, others must
be good too.
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D. The Models of Reading Process
1. Bottom-up Reading Model
Bottom-up reading model means the students begin with text construct
meaning from letters, words, phrases, and sentences. From small chunks of a
text which are then absorbed and analyzed to the next ones gradually until
they become meaningful. Clearly this is a text driven model of comprehension
is derived mostly from the reading text. The students pay much attention to
grammar and vocabulary.
2. Top-down Reading Model
The students applying this type of reading model views reading as a linear
process, although the process moves from the top, the higher the mental stages
down to the text itself. The reading process is driven by the students mind at
work on the text. Right after knowing the title and the author of the reading
selection, the students’ mind is working, predicting the content of the reading
selection, and while reading the text, his/self mind is still working, checking
and conforming his/her prediction to finally correct the new information if it
does not meet his/her expectations. For this reason, this type of reading model
is called reader-driven model.
3. Interactive Reading Model
In the interactive reading model there is a simultaneous impact between
the bottom-up and top-down reading processes on comprehension. Like the
top-down model , interactive reading is a reader-driven model. It is not a linear
but rather cyclical view of reading a text. Textual information and students’
mental activities (including syntactic, lexical, semantic, and pragmatic
information) have a simultaneous and equal impact on comprehension.
E. The Technique of Reading
1. Skimming
Skimming is taking the most important information from the page without
reading reading all the words. Gideon (2017) argues that skimming the text
can be very helpful when the readers could get the gist of what is being written
about, without all the details. When the reader skim certain page, they look for
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and apprehend upon words that appear to give the main meaning. Readers also
skim when time is short or when they need to understand the general ideas but
not the particulars of certain article or book. Skimming takes the notion of
passing by some words to another level. In the act of skimming, the readers
focus only on the substantial ideas and skip over the insignificant, marginal,
and indegligible parts.
The technique of skimming is reading outline (overview) to get an of the
contents of the book (Harmer:288). Method of rapidly moving the eyes over
text with the purpose of getting only the main idea and a general overview of
the content. Speed is often important when the you are reading. You may have
a lot to read but not much time. For this kind of reading you usually do not
want to know and remember everything. You only want to find out something
about the book or article. According to Beatrice and Linda (1998) skimming is
helpful when you want to find out quickly about the writer.
2. Scanning
Scanning is very fast reading. When you scan, you skip over many words.
You look for some information as quickly as you can. Scanning is especially
important for improving your reading. Many students try to read every word
when they read, so they read very slowly. You often do not need to read every
word. If you learn to scan, you can learn to read and understand faster.
Scanning is to read a text quickly in order to locate a specific item of
information (Harmer: 288). We using scanning to discover certain details that
we need. Scanning is strategy used by all readers to find relevant information
in a text (Brown: 209). Assessment of scanning is carried out by presenting
test-takers with a text an requiring rapid identification of relevant bits of
information.
F. Reading Comprehension
Reading comprehension is one of the keys to get knowledge and
information because in general a lot of knowledge and information which written
and only by reading it we can get a knowledge of what has been written it either
from books, newspaper, magazines or other print media.
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Reading comprehension is a capability that must be owned by a person in
obtaining information from a written text. This capability is not difficult for us to
have if we read the text using the Indonesian language, and a little bit difficult if
the text using a language other than Indonesia. Example English language, of
course we must have English language skills if you want to understand the
reading text in English
Alderson (2000: 28) defines reading is an enjoyable, intense, private
activity in which the readers get much pleasure and can totally absorb the reading.
According to Pang (2003:14) comprehension is the process of making sense of
words, sentences and connected text. Comprehension is the processes of deriving
the meaning of one word to another in a text. Readers typically make use of
background knowledge, vocabulary, grammatical knowledge, experience with a
text and other strategies to help them understand the written texts.
The main purpose of reading is comprehends the text she/he read.
According to Doyle (2004), comprehension is a progressive skill in attaching
meaning beginning at the same level and proceeding to attaching meaning to an
entire reading selection. All comprehension revolves around the reader’s ability in
finding and determining main idea and topic sentence from the text.
Schumm (2006: 223) said that comprehension process involves an
understanding of words and how these words are used to created meaning.
Comprehension entails three elements, they are:
1. The reader who is doing the comprehension
To comprehend the text, a reader must have a wide range of
capacities and abilities. These included cognitive capacities, motivation
and various types of knowledge.
2. The text that is to be comprehended
The features of the text have large effect on comprehension.
Comprehension does not occur by simply extracting meaning from the
text. Texts can be easy or difficult, depending on the factors inherent in the
text. When there are too many of these factors are not matched to the
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readers’ knowledge and experience, the text may be too difficult for
optimal comprehension to occur.
3. The activity in which comprehension is a part
A reading activity involves one or more purposes, some operation
to process the text at hand, and consequences of performing the activity.
The consequences of reading are part of the activity. Some reading
activities lead to an increase in the knowledge that the reader have.
Another consequence of reading activities is finding out how to do
something.
Rubbin (1993: 194) states that reading comprehension is a complex
intellectual process involving a number of abilities. The two major involve word
meanings and verbal reasoning. Without word meaning and verbal reasoning,
there could be no reading comprehension; without reading comprehension, there
would be no reading. From these concept basically, it can be understood that
reading need comprehension. Reading and comprehension are regarded as one
activity that cannot be separated. It means that reading comprehension is an
activity to extract the meaning of written materials with fully understanding.
From the definitions above, reading comprehension can be concluded as
the ability to find the stated or unstated writer’s idea in the text. The essence of
reading comprehension is understanding all information delivered by the writer. It
also refers to the ability to connect between the words in a text, to understand the
ideas and the relationships between ideas conveyed in a text.
Reading comprehension is the process of making meaning from text. The
goal, therefore, is to gain an overall understanding of what is described in the text
rather than to obtain meaning from isolated words orsentences. In understanding
read text information children develop mentalmodels, or representations of
meaning of the text ideas during the reading
Reading comprehension is not just reading with aloud voice but reading is
established to understand the meaning of word, sentence, and paragraph as well as
sense relationship among the ideas (Simanjuntak, 2003: 4). Reading
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comprehension is also simply known as a kind of thinking process which requires
the reader to make inferences from the text.
Reading is a developmental process. A reader starts reading to develop the
basic skill of language learning and then gradually reading acquires complexities.
Briefly speaking a reader starts from the simple and goes to the complex which
means from the literal level to the level of appreciation. According to a commonly
acknowledged view there are three levels of comprehension. They are as under:
1. Literal Level
2. Interpretation Level
3.

Critical Level
In the light of the above view regarding the levels of comprehension an

attempt is made to enlist the components of reading comprehension as under. It
should, however, be clarified that the list offered here is not complete or final. In
view of local circumstances and situations, minor changes can be had. If a sincere
attempt is made for proper development of reading comprehension, the pupil will
be able to perform such activities as mentioned below:
1. To recognize the meaning of the printed words.
2. To follow the instructions and act accordingly.
3. To answer the questions asked on the material read.
4. To arrange events and thoughts in a proper sequence.
5. To understand the meaning of words in the context of sentence.
6. To find out the central idea of the paragraph,
7. To draw inference from the material read.
8. To correlate the present reading material with the past experiences.
9. To understand the motive of the author.
10. To supply a proper title to the material read.
11. To answer questions set on the maps, charts, graphs and tables.
12. To understand the relation between the various thoughts.
13. To express the details of the material read in a concise way.
14. To translate the material read.
15. To differentiate between facts and propaganda.
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16. To expand the thoughts or ideas in one's own language.
17. To interpret the reading material with reference to one's experiences.
18. To assimilate thoughts and concepts and produce them as and when
needed.
19. To compare and contrast various reading materials.
20. To draw judicious conclusions.
21. To generalise from one's experiences.
A superficial look at the above list of components reveals that they are in a
hierarchial order as already discussed in the preceding paragraphs. From the
component a discussed above it can be determined that reading comprehension
can be increased step by step and in accordance with the reader's.
Reading comprehension is an active process, directed by intentional
thinking that allows young readers to make connections between their thinking
processes, the textual content, and their own knowledge, expectations, and
purposes for reading
In sum, reading comprehension is a complex process. It requires the
readers to understand and interpret the contents of the texts and then get the
message through a written language.
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G. Review Related Studies
In order to support this research, the researcher discusses two related
studies. First research comes from Yuhana (2013) with her research entitled “The
Difficulties of Students in Studying Reading Comprehension at the First Class of
Private Islamic Junior High School Sa’adatuddiniyah Sarolangun. This study was
used qualitative method. This study to find out what are the difficulties face by
students in reading comprehension, the factors of difficulties faced by teacher in
teaching reading, and the efforts of teachers to solve the problem in studying
reading. She found that students less knowledge vocabulary and low motivation,
the teacher less time in teaching and need improving facilities in learning.
Second research comes from Yunyta (2014) with her research entitled
“Students’ Difficulties in Reading Comprehension for Fourth Semester Students
of English Teacher Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya”. This
research aimed to investigate the types of students’ difficulties in reading and for
students to overcome students’ difficulties. This research was used quantitative
method. The result of her studies indicates that the most difficult are inferring
information that is only implicit in a text includes implied main idea, making
inferences to connect up the ideas in a text and inferring the meanings of
particular words from context.

CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHOD
A. Research Design
In this research, the researcher was used descriptive design with qualitative
method. Descriptive design was used because in this research there was no
treatment given to the students. Descriptive is a designed to obtain real
information concerning to the current status of phenomenon (Yuhana, 2013).
Sugiyono (2016) stated that qualitative research method is a research method used
to examine the condition of natural object. It means that the use of students’
difficulties in comprehending reading texts were only described as what they
were, without giving any treatment. In this research, the researcher was used
qualitative method because only analysis based on the fact that had been found.
The researcher only focuses on describing data of students’ difficulties in reading
texts. As result, the researcher only would describe what are the students’
difficulties.
B. Setting and Subject of the Research
1. Setting of the Research
The research was conducted at Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. The research was
conducted at this place because the students at the tenth grade of Madrasah
Aliyah Tebo had difficulties in comprehending reading texts.
2. Subject of the Research
The subject of this research was conducted at the difficulties students in
reading comprehension of the tenth grade at Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. For the
tenth grade consist of 2 classes, there are differently class for females and
males. All of the students at the tenth grade consist of 52 students, there are
37 females and 15 males. The researcher taken 10 students that had lower
abilty in comprehending reading text.
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C. Kinds and Sources of Data
1. Kinds of Data
In this research, the researcher uses primary data and secondary data.
a.) Primary Data
Primary data is the data in form verbal or the words that is said
with tongue, movement gesture or the behaviour that is done by the
subject who believeable (Arikunto, 2013:22).
Sugiyono (2008, p.225) stated that primary data is the data which
can give valuable information directly. In other word, the primary data is
to give prominent data relate to problems of the research. For the primary
data, the researcher was used the result of interview with the students at
the tenth grade of Madrasah AliyahTebo. The difficulties which were
experienced by the students in reading comprehension, and was analyzed
from the data.
b.) Secondary Data
According to Latief (2004, p.54) secondary data is a data taken
from sources as documents, opinions, facilities and the structure of
organization and geographical place of the research object.
Secondary data also the data that collected statistic biro magazine
and other sources that secondary is getting from the second hand, third,
and so on or no just the researcher find the explanation (Margono,
1996:26).
Here, the secondary data

which was used the historical and

geographical setting of Madrasah aliyahTebo, the structure organization of
Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, and the teachers and the students themselves of
Madrasah Aliyah Tebo.
2. Sources of Data
The meaning of data sources research is where data can be found. The
researcher was collected the sources of data in this research from some
sources. There was an observation both of students and teacher in learning and
teaching process and then in the students’ reading in English subject at the
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tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo. The result of interview as source from
the students.
D. Technique of Collecting Data
1. Interview
Latief (2015) stated that interview is a data gathering instrument
that involves direct verbal interaction between individuals. In addition
interviews are used for researchers to know the things of the respondents
more deeply. According to Sukardi (2003) interview is the process of
communication interaction to collect information by way of question and
answer researcher and respondent.
Interview was the process or the steps to gain the useful
information for the research was being performed in the way of question
and answer directly face to face, talk directly or orally. Interview
performed by the researcher was the deep interview to discover the deepest
information concerning of the student’s difficulties in comprehending
reading texts. In this step, the researacher was used mobile phone to record
the data from the interview. Note taking was also used as other instrument
to get addition information during the interview.
2. Observation
Observation is a major data collection in qualitative research.
Observation is directly activity to see an object of the research in teaching
and learning process. Observation is the complex process, a process that
determined from whole aspects of biology and psychology (Arikunto,
2013:172). In this research, the researcher was used observation non
participant. Sugiyono (2016, p.66) stated that a passive participant or non
participant observer means that the researcher is present at the scene of
action but does not interact or participate. In the observation, the
researcher observes the students learning activity in the class because it
can support this research in order to see when the students comprehending
reading texts.
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E. Technique of Data Analysis
This research was used qualitative data, so it was analyzed by using
technique

of analysis of descriptive qualitative. The analysis of descriptive

qualitative give predicate to researched variable according to real condition. In
this research analyzed the data by using technique as follow:
1. Reduction of Data
Reduction of data means shift, being focus on simplification,
shorten data and simplification and shorten the data and transformations
original data documentations which gated from filed of research (Ade,
2017). The reductions of data in the side of research choice which function
of the data by away of this short, so the conclusion can be toke and
verified.
Data reduction should not be considered to be separate from
analysis, but as a part of it. According to Sugiyono (2016, p.92) reduction
data is identification the data until that to small part in data that have
meaning when be looked by focus on research problem. In this step, the
analysis data start with observation the students in learning process, to see
the situation and condition. Then, doing interview with the students to
know and getting more information what are the students’ difficulties
experienced in comprehending reading texts at the tenth grade of
Madrasah Aliyah Tebo.
2. Display of Data
Display of data is group of data or arranging information is given
as possibility to take conclusion an action data. This implementation to
make the researcher become easier to analyze and to drawn conclusion.
The presentation are discussed comprises some kinds there are matrix
graphic, draft, all things for combine some arranging by written. In data
display which the researcher should go through and means taking the
reduced data and displaying it in an organized. Compressed way so that
conclusions can be more easily drawn (Moleong, 2008:42).
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3. Conclusion Drawing and Verification
Conclusion and verification is the final analytical activity for the
qualitative research. It is only part of activity in thought configuration:
those conclusion are varied, as long as the research take place (Indah,
2017:24). In this step, the researcher taken a conclusion and verification
from the result of observation and interview data. The purpose of this
section is to find out what are students’ difficulties in reading
comprehension.
F. Triangulation
Cohen (2000, p.112) stated that triangulation may be defined as the use of
two or more methods of data collection in the study of some aspects of human
behavior. Triangulation will be conducted the researcher by using more than one
theoretical perspectives in discussing the problems studied so that the researcher
will be to produce a solid conclusion. The purpose of triangulation is to increase
the credibility of the findings. Triangulation technique refers to research uses
more than one method in the research. Sugiyono (2013, p.241) stated that
triangulation technique is using the different methods on the same subject of
study. In this research, the researcher used triangulation technique because the
researcher collects data by using observation and interview.
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G. Schedule of the Research
Table 3.1 Schedule of the Research
2018
No.
1.

Activities
Proposal

Feb

May

Jun

X

X

Jul

Aug Sept Oct

Nov

X

arrangement
2.

Consultant of
proposal

3.

Proposal seminar

4.

Collecting data

5.

Research

X
X

X
X

improvement
6.

Writing thesis

7.

Thesis
examination

X
X

CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
A. Research Findings
In this chapter, the researcher found that the difficulties encountered by
students in comprehending reading text at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah in
Tebo. Here, the data obtained the field in the report based on the interview with
students who got the difficulties in comprehending reading text and an
observation of students classroom activities.
The students’ difficulties were found in comprehending reading texts at
the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah in Tebo as follows :
1. Lack of Vocabulary Mastery
The vocabulary is an important aspects in comprehending reading text. A
large vocabulary can help the students to express their ideas directly. Without
knowledge of vocabulary mastery the students felt confuse in comprehending
reading text. Therefore, if the students had rich vocabulary they can
comprehending reading text easier.
Based on the result of the interview with the students who got the
difficulties in comprehending reading text, most of the students did not know
the meaning of the words. It made them got difficulties in comprehending the
reading text. One of the student said that:
“In comprehending reading text, I did not know the meaning of the words.
Therefore, I got difficulties to recognized the meaning of words.”
(Interview with SNA, August 13th, 2018)
From the interview above, it was showed that the students had difficulties
in recognized the words. Vocabulary is central to language and is of great
significance to language learners. Without recognizing the meaning of the
words, would be impossible to understand the content of the text correctly.
Student statement support this opinion:
“In comprehending a text, I got difficulties to get the meaning of the text.
So, I can not to understand about the content of the text because did not
know the meaning of the word.” (Interview with MJ, August 13th, 2018)
30
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Vocabulary had the important role when the students comprehending the
reading text. The students in order to understand the meaning of the words, the
sentences, and the paragraph as well as they should mastery the knowledge of
vocabulary. Without mastering a wide range of vocabulary, the students will
difficult to understand sentences in the text.
The students difficulties in comprehending reading texts was cause of a
lack mastering vocabulary. They found unfamiliar words and did not
recognized the meaning of the words, it made them so confuse with the text.
They got difficulties to get information and everything about the text. This is
based on the result of interview with the student as below:
“I got the difficulties in comprehending the text, because I did not know
the meaning of the words. Every texts had new words, it made me
difficulties to get the information in the text.” (Interview with FW, August
15th, 2018)
Besides that, based on the researcher observation most of the students did
not bring dictionaries when learning English. Of course, it made difficult for
the students to translate saveral of words in the text. The dictionary is also
very important for the students in learning English. It help the students to find
the meaning of the words, if they did not know it. Therefore, as a teacher have
to remind the students in onder to bring the dictionary.
Based on the researcher observation in teaching and learning activities.
The teacher did not ask the students to memorize the vocabulary. Whereas, by
giving task to memorize the vocabulary it will make the students have new
vocabulary and to enrich their mastery of vocabulary. It will help the students
in comprehending reading texts..
In sum, the difficulties of students in comprehending reading texts at the
tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo is a lack of vocabulary mastery. It made
the students unable to comprehend the reading text correctly. The students did
not memorize the vocabulary in their lesson. In fact, memorize vocabulary is
an important in order to help students to enrich their knowledge of vocabulary.
Lexical knowledge is central to communicative competence and to the

32

acquisition of a second or foreign language and lack of vocabulary knowledge
is an obstacle to learning. Therefore, as a teacher we need to teach vocabulary
in order to help students when comprehending reading texts.
2. Unable to Understand the Technique in Reading Comprehension
The other students difficulties to comprehend reading text is the students
unable to understand the technique in reading comprehension. The students at
the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, has least of knowledge to used the
technique in reading comprehension. By reading, the students were require to
improve their knowledge. In fact, when the students answered the questions in
exercise, they got difficulties and their score were low. It was commonly
cause of their difficulties in finding the main idea, especially in a limited time.
The students found the difficulties in reading texts, for example, to
comprehend the descriptive text which appear in their Ulangan Harian. The
students used to be guided through conventional reading technique such as
intensive reading which is commonly used in their daily reading activities. It
needed longer time since the students would thoroughly read the text and
ignore the time limit of the exam. They tended to spend a longer time to find
the correct answers of the questions in the examination, while the exam
required them to understand the content of the text in limited time. As a result,
they often unable to obtain the information from the text.
Furthermore, almost of the students at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah
Tebo did not like to read English text because they did not understand the
contents of the text. It can be seen from the result of their exercise are low.
The students can not answered the questions in the exercise. The students only
answered of the questions if form of the question is same as the text. This is
because the students had difficulties to understand the meaning of the words
and to understanding the contents of the text. Students must be taught to
comprehend the text correctly. Meanwhile, the teacher after giving
explanation of material to the students did not teach the techniques in
comprehending the text. The teacher only gives assignments which is the
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exercise are in the handbooks. It caused the students got difficulties to
understand the meaning of the text.
In the world of education in English has been made a compulsory subject
in Junior High School and Senior High School, but the problem in Madrasah
Aliyah Tebo especially at the tenth grade there were many students who did
not like the English subject because it was difficult and different with
Indonesian from the words, grammar, pronouncation. Therefore, the students
felt afraid in learning English subject if they should get mistake in study
English especially in comprehending reading texts.
The result of interview with 10 students, 5 students did not like to read
English text because the students did not had the background of knowledge
and abilities. They got difficulties to get the meaning of the text, and to retells
contents of the text. They also lack of knowledge the techniques in reading,
such as skimming and scanning. Whereas, the students need the knowledge
how to comprehend the text easier.
Based on the researcher observation, when in teaching and learning
process in English subject the students not active to follow the lesson. Some of
the students felt bored and lazy in learning activity. When the teacher
explained the material the students did not listen to the teacher material
explaination. Some of the students did not focus, for example, daydreaming
and there are students who chitchat with a friend at their side. This is because
the students did not like English subject. For them, English is difficult because
they did not know the meaning of the words, the meaning of sentence, and the
content of the text. In addition, the students unable to understand the technique
in reading comprehension. In fact, the technique in reading can help the
students in comprehending reading text easier, for example to finding the main
idea.
3. Lack of Facilities
In the process of teaching and learning in the school, facilities or
infrastructure is an important part because it can help smooth and comfort in
classroom activities. In addition, the students can use the facilities provided at
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the school in order to increase their ability and activity in learning. The
complete facilities can supports the achievement of learning goals as well as.
In Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, there is not the language laboratory. In fact, in
learning English the facilities to support the teaching and learning is very
important. For example, the language laboratory can provided the conducive
classroom in order to the students be enjoy to follow the learning process.
The other facilities need are media such as infocus, pictures, or audio
visual. Infocus is also an important part in learning English, included in
reading material namely teaching to memorize vocabulary. By using infocus
the students will give their attention in front of class. The students will focus
on teacher explanation, and did not felt bored.
Based on the researcher observation, in Madrasah Aliyah Tebo the lack of
facilities is the library. In the library there are still lack books available, the
library rarely used because the room rarely open. The books about English
reading text and dictionaries has least available. The dictionaries should be
available to facilitate the students in reading comprehension. The data
facilities is below :
Table 4.1 The Facilities of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo
No
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Types of the school
Infrastructure
Classroom
Library
The Lab of PAI
The Lab of Biology
The Lab of Physic
The Lab of Chemistry
Computer Laboratory
Language Laboratory
Headmaster’s officer
Teacher’s Office
Administration
Conceling Guidance
Mosque
UKS
Toilet

Number
of rooms
6
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2

Good











Room category
Floaty
Medium
damage damage

-

Formidable
damage
-
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Storeroom
1
 Circulation room
 Sports Venues
1
 OSIS
1
 Students Activity
The Other rooms
(Documentation of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo)

-

B. Discussion
In the research findings, the researcher discussed concern the students
difficulties in comprehending reading texts. Which has been studied in several
things. In order to justify the research findings, the researcher tries to discuss it
with the other relevant studies.
Students who are comprehending reading text should be mastery the
vocabulary because it related with unfamiliar vocabulary. Zuhra (2015) stated
students’ difficulties were influenced by their weaknesses in mastering of
vocabulary. In learning activity especially in learning reading English, a large
knowledge of vocabulary is very important for the students in comprehending
reading texts. Besides that, background abilities and the students interest to read is
an important.
Yuhana (2013) stated that background knowledge vocabulary is an
important in comprehending reading text. Comprehending reading texts need
large vocabulary. The students always found unfamiliar word in each the texts. If
the students felt confuse in reading, it made them got difficulties.
The students’ difficulties is presented by unfamiliar vocabulary. This is
also faced by the students at the tenth grade of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, they got
difficulties to recognize the words in the text and to retells the content of text.
Almost of the students did not to understand the meaning of contents the text.
Based on observation in teaching and learning activities and the result of
interview with the students, the researcher found that the students faced
difficulties caused they had a lack of vocabulary mastery. Therefore, the students
did not understand the meaning of words and content of the text. It made the
students felt confused. In other hand, the researcher also found that the lack of
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students motivation in reading English text also influenced their ability in
comprehending the text.
The result of interview showed that the most of the students did not like
read English text because they did not know the meaning of the words. Here, the
role of teachers is very important to motivate the students who got difficulties in
learning English. For example, made the student to mastery vocabulary.
Gideon (2017) argues skimming technique is helpful for the students.
Since most of the students agreed that skimming technique increased their interest
in reading comprehension. It facilitated them to find the main idea in the text,
saved the time in reading and understanding the text. This technique make the
students not bored to read the texts, because they may have a lot to read but not
much time. Therefore, it is necessary to guide the students in applying the proper
technique to obtain the information from the text appropriately and quicky.
According to Parera (2002), type of students difficulties in reading
comprehension is lack of facilities. The facility is one part of the success of
teaching and learning activities. This facilities such as language labority, infocus,
tape recorder, dictionary, and the other media. If the school have good facilities, it
will give good influence in teaching and learning process. The existence of
facilities give large influence in teaching and learning process. In the reading
material, dictionary is very important to help the students because there are new
vocabulary that the students did not know before. Therefore, if students always
bring their dictionary, they able directly open the dictionary to find the meaning of
the words that they did not know. Dictionary is important to available in library.
Thus, that is the difficulties which are experienced by students. The major
difficulty is in their mastery vocabulary. Although, vocabulary is not listed in
curriculum like other learning material but the role of vocabulary is very
important and gave large influenced in study comprehending reading text.
Therefore, as a teacher we must be teach to the students to mastery vocabulary
and give motivate to them to like read english text. The teachers must be teach
concern the technique of reading comprehension in order to make the students be
easier and enjoy to read.

CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
A. Conclusions
Based on the result of the research about students’ difficulties in
comprehending reading texts at the tenth garede of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo, the
researcher can concluded as belows:
1. The result of interview with the students, they have difficulties to find the
meaning of the words because their mastery of vocabulary is lack. They
always feel confused and bored when read english text.
2. The students difficulties when comprehendingreading texts is unable to
understand the technique in reading comprehension. This is make the
students difficult to get main idea. Thus, the students become did not like
read english text, and also difficult to answer the question of the reading
texts exercise.
3. The result of observation, lack of the facilities in the teaching and learning
process expecially in reading material. There are nothing language
laboratory and dictionary is not provided in library. In fact, there are very
important to be succesful the teaching and learning process.

B. Suggestions
From the result of the research, there are some suggestion that will be
useful for the future as belows:
1. As a teacher must be able to motivate the students to like read english text.
The students should have more motivation in studying comprehending
reading texts, although they feel difficult as teacher should made the
teaching and learning process more interested and easier. The teacher must
be taugh the technique in reading comprehension in order the students be
easier to get main idea and the content of the text.
2. The students must be mastery the vocabulary, in order they become easy
when comprehending reading texts. The teacher must be always gave task
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to the students to memorize the vocabulary in every material. Thus, the
students will get new vocabulary in their memories.
3. The school should be provided good facilities to helps the teaching and
learning process to be succesful. The important facilities is language
labority and the dictionary. The language labority able provided the room
that enjoy in the teaching and learning process. The dictionary to use the
students to seek new vocabulary that they do not know.
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APPENDIX I
List of Interview
1.

Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

2.

Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

3.

Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

4.

Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

5.

Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami bacaan?

6.

Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

7.

Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

8.

Jenis teks apa saja yang anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

9.

Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami descriptive text
tersebut?

10. Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text tersebut?

Interview I
Student

: TDS

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X2

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Saya kurang suka.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Sulit kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya kak, sering.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Saya kurang tau arti dari kata-katanya.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Pernah tahu, tapi kurang menguasai.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemui kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sering sekali kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Iya kak. Gak tahu artinya.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Deskriptif teks.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Seperti susah mengartikan kata-katanya.

Interview II
Student

: RAN

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X2

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Nggak terlalu suka.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Tidak tau artinya sama nggak bisa bacanya.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Saya nggak pernah tau tentang teknik-teknik dalam memahami bacaan.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sering banget kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Susah kak.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Yang udah di pelajari yaitu deskriptif teks.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya, sering kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Tidak tahu artinya kak.

Interview III
Student

: SNA

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X2

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Saya tidak suka membaca teks bahasa inggris.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Sangat sulit kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya, sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Didalam belajar bahasa inggris ketika saya memahami sebuah teks, saya
tidak tahu arti dari kata-katanya, banyak kata-kata yang tidak saya ketahui.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Saya tidak tahu.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sangat sering.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Jenis teks deskriptif.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Tidak tau isi bacaannya karena sulit untuk mengartikan kata-katanya.

Interview IV
Student

: MJ

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X2

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Suka kak, tapi kurang tau artinya.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Iya.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Ketika saya memahami sebuah teks, saya susah untuk mengartikan
teksnya. Jadi, saya kurang paham tentang isi teksnya soalnya ada katakatanya yang tidak tahu artinya.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Saya kurang tahu kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kemabli isi bacaan?

S

: Sulit sekali kak.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Deskriptif kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak, sering kesulitan.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Sulit untuk mengartikannya.

Interview V
Student

:J

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X2

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Iya lumayan suka.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Lumayan sulit kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Saya sering kesulitan ketika memahami bacaan karena kata-katanya
susah diartikan sehingga sering membuat saya bingung. Dan oleh karena
itu, saya menjadi kurang suka dalam belajar dan membaca teks berbahasa
inggris.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Saya tahu, tapi kurang menguasai.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sangat sering kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Sulit kak.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Deskriptif teks kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak sering.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Sulit karena tidak tahu arti katanya.

Interview VI
Student

: RT

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X1

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Suka kak.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Lumayan kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Tulisannya sangat berdempetan itu sangat sulit untuk membacanya.
Karena bahasa inggris kata-katanya tidak familiar.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Tidak kak, saya sudah lupa karena saya belajar ketika SMP.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sangat sering kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Iya.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Deskriptive text kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Terkadang sering kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Kata-katanya selalu baru jadi tidak tahu artinya.

Interview VII
Student

:S

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X1

Date of Interview

: August 13th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Tidak suka kak.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Sulit.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Susah menyusun kata-kata dari kalimatnya kak, kan bahasa inggris
bahasanya kebalik-balik kalau diartikan.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Belum tahu kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan isi bacaan?

S

: Iya.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Descriptive text kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya sangat sering kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Sering bingung artinya tidak tahu.

Interview VIII
Student

: MBP

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X1

Date of Interview

: August 15th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Saya kurang suka.

I

: Apakah membaca teks bahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Sulit kak, susah nyebutinnya.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya kak sering.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Sulit mencari makna, kesimpulan dan arti kosakata.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Tidak kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sering.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam meceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Iya sulit kak.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Descriptive text kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Sulit mengartikannya karena tidak tahu kosakatanya.

Interview IX
Student

: DPS

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X1

Date of Interview

: August 15th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Iya saya suka.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berbahasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Iya.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya kak sering sulit.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Untuk mengartikan setiap kalimat itu sulit, dan sulit menyusunnya.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Tidak kak.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Iya kak. Karna artinya gak tahu, tapi kalau diartikan dulu pakai kamus
insyaallah bisa.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Yang sudah dipelajari teks deskriptif.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Kadang-kadang tuh susah bedain jenis teksnya kak. Kan gak tahu artinya,
jadi suka susah ini termasuk teks apa.

Interview X
Student

: FW

Interviewer

: PR

Class

:X1

Date of Interview

: August 15th, 2018

I

: Apakah anda suka membaca teks berbahasa inggris?

S

: Suka kak.

I

: Apakah membaca teks berhasa inggris itu sulit?

S

: Sangat sulit kak. Katanya sulit diucapkan.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Iya, sering kak.

I

: Kesulitan seperti apa yang anda alami saat sedang memahami bacaan?

S

: Saya sering mengalami kesulitan didalam memahami bacaan karena saya
tidak tahu arti dari kata-katanya. Setiap teks selalu ada kata-kata yang
baru, saya menjadi sulit untuk mendapat informasi dari teksnya.

I

: Apakah anda mengetahui/menguasai teknik-teknik dalam memahami
bacaan?

S

: Saya lumayan tahu.

I

: Apakah anda sering menemukan kata-kata yang sulit?

S

: Sering sekali kak.

I

: Apakah anda kesulitan dalam menceritakan kembali isi bacaan?

S

: Itu sangat sulit kak. Arti teksnya aja gak tahu.

I

: Jenis teks apa saja yang telah anda pelajari selama di kelas satu ini?

S

: Deskcriptive text.

I

: Apakah anda sering mengalami kesulitan saat memahami teks tersebut?

S

: Iya kak sering.

I

: Kesulitannya seperti apa yang anda alami dalam memahami text
tersebut?

S

: Sulit karena kurang mengerti grammarnya.

APPENDIX II
Observation Checklist Sheet
Kelas

:X2

Tanggal

: August 13th, 2018

No
1.

2.

Fokus
Guru

Siswa

Point yang diobservasi
Guru datang ke kelas tepat waktu

√

Guru memberikan salam kepada siswa

√

Guru menjelaskan materi pembelajaran
Guru menggunakan media saat menjelaskan materi
pembelajaran
Guru selalu meminta siswa untuk menghafalkan
vocabulary yang ada di materi pembelajaran
Guru menyimpulkan materi pembelajaran dan
mengingatkan siswa untuk belajar di rumah

√

Guru memberikan tugas kepada siswa

√

Siswa datang ke kelas tepat waktu
Siswa menjawab salam dari guru

√
√

Siswa antusias mendengarkan guru yang sedang
menjelaskan materi pembelajaran
Siswa dengan serius menggikuti kegiatan belajar
mengajar
Siswa selalu membawa kamus bahasa inggris
Siswa menggerjakan tugas yang diberikan guru
3.

Fasilitas

Yes

Ruang kelas nyaman
Ruang kelas bersih
Ruang kelas memiliki fasilitas yang dibutuhkan guru
dalam kegiatan belajar mengajar (media)
Sekolah memiliki labor bahasa
Sekolah memiliki perpustakaan yang memadai dan
nyaman

No

√
√
√

√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√

Observation Checklist Sheet

Kelas

:X1

Tanggal

: August 20th, 2018

No
1.

2.

Fokus
Guru

Siswa

Point yang diobservasi
Guru datang ke kelas tepat waktu

√

Guru memberikan salam kepada siswa

√

Guru menjelaskan materi pembelajaran
Guru menggunakan media saat menjelaskan materi
pembelajaran
Guru selalu meminta siswa untuk menghafalkan
vocabulary yang ada di materi pembelajaran
Guru menyimpulkan materi pembelajaran dan
mengingatkan siswa untuk belajar di rumah

√

Guru memberikan tugas kepada siswa

√

Siswa datang ke kelas tepat waktu
Siswa menjawab salam dari guru

√
√

Siswa antusias mendengarkan guru yang sedang
menjelaskan materi pembelajaran
Siswa dengan serius menggikuti kegiatan belajar
mengajar
Siswa selalu membawa kamus bahasa inggris
Siswa menggerjakan tugas yang diberikan guru
3.

Fasilitas

Yes

Ruang kelas nyaman
Ruang kelas bersih
Ruang kelas memiliki fasilitas yang dibutuhkan guru
dalam kegiatan belajar mengajar (media)
Sekolah memiliki labor bahasa
Sekolah memiliki perpustakaan yang memadai dan
nyaman

No

√
√
√

√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√

APPENDIX III
Photography

Pictures 1.1 The location of Madrasah Aliyah Tebo

Pictures 2.1 Interview with the students X 2

Pictures 3.1 Interview with the students X 2

Pictures 4.1 Learning activity
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