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ABSTRACT
Name
Major
Title

: Aivul Hendayana
: English Education Study Program
: The Cerrelation Between The Mastery Of Present Tense And The
Students‟ Writing Ability At Eight Grade Students Of Mts
Al-Jauharen
This study was conducted in order to know to what extend the correlation

between students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill. Moreover, this
study was conducted to get the empirical data about the correlation between
students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill. The study was conducted
through quantitative method and the designis correlational study. This study tends
to be a study of correlation because itinvestigates the correlation between two
variables. The research finding showed that there is a significant correlation
between simple present tense mastery and writing ability. The research shows
that the correlation in the medium level (0.324). Then, when it was tested by the
significance t contribution, it shows that the result was significant. The score of to
is bigger than ttable, in which 2.852 > 2.76. Therefore the researcher summarizes
that simple present tense really gives contribution and has correlation to the ability
of writing. A good writing is gotten from the good using simple present tense.
The better simple present tense the students have the better writing.

Key Words : correlation, students‟ mastery present tense and writing‟s skill

ABSTRAK
Nama
Jurusan
Judul

: Aivul Hendayana
: Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris
:

Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui sejauh mana korelasi antara
penguasaan siswa terhadap present tense dan keterampilan menulis. Selain itu,
penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mendapatkan data empiris tentang korelasi antara
penguasaan siswa dalam present tense dan keterampilan menulis. Penelitian
dilakukan melalui metode kuantitatif dan studi korelasional designis. Penelitian
ini cenderung menjadi studi korelasi karena menyelidiki korelasi antara dua
variabel. Temuan penelitian menunjukkan bahwa ada korelasi yang signifikan
antara penguasaan present tense sederhana dan kemampuan menulis. Penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa korelasinya dalam level sedang (0,324). Kemudian, ketika
diuji dengan t signifikansi kontribusi, itu menunjukkan bahwa hasilnya signifikan.
Skor untuk lebih besar dari ttabel, di mana 2,852> 2,76. Oleh karena itu peneliti
merangkum bahwa present present tense benar-benar memberikan kontribusi dan
berkorelasi dengan kemampuan menulis. Tulisan yang baik diperoleh dari yang
baik menggunakan present present tense. Present tense sederhana yang lebih baik
siswa memiliki tulisan yang lebih baik.

Kata Kunci: korelasi, penguasaan siswa dalam present tense dan keterampilan
menulis
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of The Problem
Language is a set of rules used by human as a tool if their
communication (Sanggam, 2008: 1). Giyoto (2006: 48) stated that language is
surely the most important tool of communication that individuals have at their
disposal. Meanwhile, Webster (1974: 536) stated that language is a system of
communication between humans through written and vocal symbol; speech
peculiar to an ethnic, national, or cultural group; words esp. employed in any
art, branch of knowledge, or profession; a person‟ s characteristic mode of
speech; diction; linguistic; by extension, the articulate or inarticulate
expression of thought and feeling by living creatures.
Language is a tool of communication. It means that language is the
media for us to communicate with the others. We communicate to others
directly or indirectly in the society. As a means of communication, it is used to
formulate thoughts and ideas and to communicate these to other people in the
civilized world. Language and human being cannot be separated from each
other. Language acts as the means of establishing and maintaining relationship
among people.
English has become important thing in whole aspects like economic,
social, culture, education and being a more crucial in these global and modern
eras. English has become a crucial language in the world including in
Indonesia. In December, 15th 1997, the ASEANs‟ nations including Indonesia
agreed to create the ASEAN vision2020. The purpose of ASEAN vision
2020s‟ is as a concert as Southeast Asian nation, outward looking, living in
peace stability and prosperity, bounded together in a partnership in dynamic
development, and in a community of caring societies (Budiman in Winantyo
2008:1). One of ASEAN visions‟ programs is AEC (ASEAN Economic
Community).
In English education there are four skills to be mastered. Brown (2001:
232) identifies English language teaching in four skills, namely listening,

speaking, reading and writing. Harmer (1998 : 79) states that writing as a skill
is by far the most important reason for teaching writing, of course is that a
basic language skill, just as important as speaking, listening, and reading.
According to Byrne (1997: 1), writing is producing a sequence of
sentences arranged in particular order and linked together in certain ways. He
also states that writing is the act of forming letters or combination of letter:
making marks on a flat surface of some kind. Writing is very important. From
the observation, the researcher found that the students have many difficulties
in writing. Many factor the affects students have difficulties in writing, like
vocabulary mastery, structure mastery and translation ability in English. It is
in line with statement of Galuh Nur (2008: 5) that writing is English reducpted
as difficult activity for many people, except for native speaker.
To create a good writing, the students have to be more careful and
have knowledge about the grammatical structures, vocabulary, punctuation,
spelling, and a good paragraph development. Harris (1969: 9) stated that there
are two very important elements shared by four language skill, speaking,
writing, reading and listening skill, namely; grammatical structure and
vocabulary.
Grammatical is one of the aspects that should be mastered by students.
The students have to know grammar as the basic rule of language. According
to Fauziati (2002: 79) states that grammar is the rules that show how words
are combined, arranged or changed to show certain kinds of meaning. By
knowing and understanding grammar of a language, the students can know
how to make a correct sentence in language.
Grammar is one of the language components that are regarded as an
important thing to learn. Swan (2005:116) defines grammar as the rules that
show how words are combined, arranged, or changed to show certain kinds of
meaning. There are 16 grammars in English, they are: present continuous
tense, present perfect tense, present perfect continuous tense, simple past
tense, past continuous tense, past perfect tense, past perfect continuous tense,
simple future tense, future continuous tense, future perfect tense, future

perfect continuous tense, past future tense, past future continuous tense, past
future perfect tense, and past future perfect continuous tense.
Simple present tense is the tense used to express an action or activity
that takes place or happen at the current time, activity or work performed
repeatedly, daily habits, events or actions that have nothing to do with time,
and to express general truths (Lado 2008:8). According to Davidson
(2013:12), the present tense indicates that an action is present, now, relative to
the speaker or writer. Generally, it is used to describe actions that are factual
or habitual things that occur in present but that are not necessarily happening
right now
According to the syllabus of junior high school, there are four text
genres. They are narrative, recount, report and descriptive. A descriptive text,
according to Emilia (2011 : 82), is a text which is used to describe a particular
person, place or thing or something in writers‟ mind. To be able to write a
descriptive text well, students need to pay attention to the grammar as one of
the aspects in scoring writing.
Based on pre observation, MTs Al Jauharen is one of Islamic high
school in Jambi which has many students. The researcher conducted the
research at MTs Al Jauharen

as the place of research because MTs Al

Jauharen is one of favorite school and it has a good qualification in English, it
is proved by there is English study club in MTs Al Jauharen. The researcher
are already doing research at the Eight grade students of Mts Al Jauharen.
This phenomenon leads the researcher to conduct a research with the
title: “THE CORRELATION BETWEEN THE MASTERY OF
PRESENT TENSE AND STUDENTS WRITING SKILL AT THE
EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS OF MTS AL JAUHAREN.”

B. Limitation of Problem
Avoiding of being too broad, the study was focused to observe the 8 th
grade students of MTs Al Jauharen, academic year 2018/2019. This study was

focused on observing students‟ master of present tense and writing in descriptive
text.
C. Formulation of Problem
Based on the problem that the writer has explained briefly in the
background of the study, the writer chooses one problem to be researched and
the research question can be formulated as: “Is there any significant
correlation between students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill?”

D. Research Objectives and Purpose
1. Research Objectives
This study was conducted in order to know to what extend the correlation
between students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill. Moreover, this
study was conducted to get the empirical data about the correlation between
students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill.
2. Usability Research
a. Theoritical Benefits
By conducting this research, the researcher hopes that her
research will give valid information about the correlation between
students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill. The researcher
also hopes that the result of this study will become input to English
teachers and also English learners for their teaching and learning.
b. Practical Benefits
1) The results of this study are expected to provide benefits for the
campus, especially UIN Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi in the
implementation of learning English language skills become even
more interactive.
2) For the next researcher can be used as a reference in order to
further improve the quality of learning English, especially in the
learning of students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill..

3) For students can be motivated to continue to excel in achieving
maximum learning results, particularly in terms of learning English
speaking performance.
E. Research Schedule
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
A. Theretical Framework
1. The Concept of Writing
Byren (1993:1) states that writing is the act of arranging graphic
symbols such as combination of letter and making sign on a flat surface.
The symbols should be arranged according to certain convention form
words, and words have to be arranged to form a good sentence. Raimes
(1983: 11) stated that writing means a process of writing a connected text
and not just single sentences that a writer writes for a purpose and a
reader.
Carroll and wilson (1993 : xxi) states that writing is engaging
students in grappling with word on blank pieces of paper and making those
words match experiences in order to make meaning. Ur (1996: 163) says
that writing is the expression of ideas and conveying of a message to the
reader. According to Hyland (2002: 5), writing is an attempt to
communicate with readers and to better understand the ways that language
patterns are used to accomplish coherent and purposeful prose.
Silva and Matsuda (as cited in Uso-Juan and Martinez-Flor, 2006:
383) explain that writing is an activity involving a dynamic interaction
among three basic elements, namely the text, the writer and the reader, and
requiring writers‟ consideration of all them in order to write accordingly.
Harmer (2007: 4) defines writing as an activity consisting of a number of
processes a writer has to go through in order to produce something in its
final form for a wide variety of purposes. From the explanation above, it
can be summarized that writing is a complex process to express the ideas
into sentences with correct pattern (grammar, structure, vocabulary,
organization, and mechanics) practice and experience are needed to write
well.
According to Ur (1996 : 163), the purpose of writing, in principle,
is the expression of ideas, the conveying of a message to the reader; so the

ideas themselves should arguably be seen as the most important aspect in
writing. It means that when writers write something, they have to consider
the purpose of their writing since it will influence, not only the type of text
they wish to produce, but also the language they use.
According to McMahan, et al. (1996:8), the purposes of writing are
as follows:
a. To express the writer‟ s feeling

The writer wants to express his feeling and thought the written
form, as in a diary or a love letter
b. To entertain the readers

The writer intends to entertain the readers through written
form, and he usually uses authentic materials.
c. To inform the readers

The writer wants to give information or explain something to
the readers.
d. To persuade the readers

The writer wants to persuade of convince the readers about his
opinion, concept, or idea
Harmer (2005: 4-5) proposes four processes of writing as follows:
a. Planning

In this process, writers have to think about three main issues;
the purpose of their writing, the audience, and the content
structure.
b. Drafting Writing

a draft is necessary for writers on assumption that it will help
them develop the writing they intend to do.
c. Editing (Reflecting and Revising)

Once writers have produced a draft they then, usually, read
through what they have written to see where it works and
where it doesn‟ t. Reflecting and revising are often helped by

other (or editors) who comment and make suggestions to help
the writers make appropriate revisions.
d. Final version

Once writers have edited their draft, making the changes they
consider to be necessary, they produce their final version which
is ready to send to its intended audience
According to Kane (2000:6) there are four kinds of writing
as follows:
a.

Exposition
Exposition explain how things work. It reveals what a
particular mind thinks or knows or believes. Exposition is
contracted logically.

b.

Description
Description deals with perceptions; most commonly visual
perceptions. Its central problem is to arrange what we see into
a significant pattern.

c.

Narration
The subject of narration is a series of related events. It is used
to arrange the events in a sequence of time and reveal their
significant.

d.

Persuasion
It seeks to alter how a reader thinks or believe. In this research,
the researcher chooses description. The researcher chooses
description because the students can explore their ideas related
to the real things around them. They can describe something
around the environment by using simple grammar

2. The Assessment of Writing Descriptive Text.
The goal of classroom assessment is to enhance student learning
result. Instructors use variety of method in the classroom to get feedback
about student‟s learning in terms. There are nine categories of writing
descriptive text assessment taken from College Academic Writing: A
Genre-Based Perspective book. Each category is rated on five point scale.
The highest score possibly acquired is 100 if a student gets the highest
point in each category.
Table I. Assessment at writing descriptive text
no

performance indicators
First paragraph introduces the topic clearly
1.
and grabs the reader‟s attention
The content/idea of the text is in line with the
2.
topic/title
Overall writing makes sense/has clear
3.
message
The text structure/generic structure meets the
4.
nature of descriptive generic structure
5.
All paragraphs flow cohesively and coherently
The structural patterns follow the convention
of the English language and in line with the
6.
descriptive text.
The vocabulary and word choices are correctly
7.
and properly used
8.
The words are correctly spelled.
The text mechanics are correctly and properly
9.
used.
Source : Woodson,2009

5

score
4 3 2

1

3. Writing Ability in Junior High School
a. Curriculum
According to Richards (2001:2), curriculum is the knowledge,
skills, values students learn in schools, the experiences that should be
provided to bring about intended outcomes, the teaching and learning
plan, measurement, and evaluation. Arifin (2013:3) said that
curriculum is some of subjects study that should be done by the

students in the school to get a diploma. It means that curriculum used
as standards the implementation of teaching learning process.
Based on the statement, it means that the curriculum is an effort
that has been planned to make the process of learning is effective, and
the purpose of the curriculum is so that students understand what is
learned in school. So, the curriculum is needed to drive the learning
process
In the current teaching curriculum used is Curriculum 2013.
According to Fathurrohman (2015:49) state that the process of learning
in the 2013 Curriculum performed the basis of the several theories of
learning. Spoken learning theory course is a learning theory that is
used as the basis of scientific approach. In 2013 Curriculum
perspective of learning undertaken by learners should be a scientific
process. That is because the learning is used to instill character values
listed in KI-1 and KI-2.
Descriptive text is become one of material that included in K13
for English, especially for Junior high school. It consisted of the
writing and reading activity.
b. Syllabus
According to Yulaelawati in (Majid, 2012:39) syllabus is a set
of plan and rule as study realization and assessment that is arranged
systematically consist of components which related one of each other
to get the basic competence mastery. According to Sumantri in (Majid,
2012:39) the syllabus only includes the subject of study that should be
taught along of year or one semester. Generally a syllabus should
include some elements, they are:
1) The purpose of the subject study that should be taught
2) The target of subject study
3) The skill that is needed to dominate well
4) The formation of topics that are taught

5)

The activities and the source of the study to support the
success of teaching

6)

Some evaluation techniques that are used

From the explanations above, it can be conclude that syllabus
can be used by the teacher as the orientation in arranging the material
that should be taught. Teacher also can prepare the skill that should be
used to teach the students appropriate what grade and students that will
be taught.
Added by Oshima and Hogue (2016 : 3) writing is never a one
step act; It is ongoing creative actions. The writing process has about
four step. In the first step, called prewriting, prewriting is the way to
got it.
c. Descriptive text
1) Definition
Descriptive text is a part of factual genres. Its social
function is to describe a particular person, place or thing
(Wardiman, 2008:122). Description in writing is the process of
creating visual images and sensory impression through words.
More often, description is a part of another piece of writing and is
used to inform an audience about how something or someone
looked or to persuade an audience to see something from the
writer‟s point of view.
Description recreates sense impression by translating into
words, the feel, sound, taste, smell, and look of things. Emotion
may be describing too, feelings such as happiness, fear, loneliness,
gloom, and joy. Description helps the reader, through his or her
imagination, to visualize a scene or a person, or to understand a
sensation or an emotion.(Woodson,2009:15)
As Barbara Fine Clouse said in her book, The Student
Writer, “Description adds an important dimension to our lives
because it moves our emotion and expands our experience”.

Description expands our experience by taking us to place we might
not otherwise know much

about, which explains the popularity of

descriptive travel essay in magazines and newspapers. (Clause,
2004:142).
Traditionally, descriptions are divided into two categories:
objectives and subjective. In objective description you records
details without making any personal evaluation or reaction. In
subjective description, you are free to interpret the details for your
reader; your reaction and description can be emotional and valueloaded.
The goal when we write subjective description is to create
vivid mental images. To do that, we will use concrete sensory
detail, which consists of specific words that appeal to the sense
(sight, sound, taste, smell, touch).
2) Purposes of descriptive text
As social beings, we want to share our experience, so we
write to others to describe things such as vacations, childhood
homes, and people encounter. It even use description to persuade
others to think or act in particular ways: advertisers describe
products to persuade us to buy them; travel agents describe locales
to entice us to visit them; and real estate agents describe properties
to stimulate a desire to see them. As the examples in the following
chart show, description enables us to entertain, express feelings,
relate experience, inform, and persuade.
3) The generic structures
The generic structures of a description are as follows:
a) Identification : identifies the phenomenon to be described
b) Description of features : describes features in order of
importance:
(1) Parts/things (physical appearance)
(2) Qualities (degree of beauty, excellence, or worth/value)

(3) Other characteristics (prominent aspects that are
unique)
4) Language Features
The language features of descriptive text can be seen as
follows :
(a) Specific participant : has a certain object, is not common and
unique (only one). for example: Bandengan beach, my house,
Borobudur temple, uncle Jim
(b) The use of the adjective (an adjective) to clarify the noun, for
example: a beautiful beach, a handsome man, the famous place
in jepara, etc.
(c) The use of simple present tense: The sentence pattern used is
simple present because it tells the fact of the object described.
(d) Action verb: verbs that show an activity (for example, run,
sleep, walk, cut etc
5) Example
My Favorite Teacher
My favorite teacher is my history teacher, and he is by far
the best teacher that I have ever had. He has the ability to make a
subject that many students find incredibly boring come to life
through his enthusiasm and passion for history, and his love of
being a teacher. Going to his lessons is something we look forward
to, not dread, like we do with most other lessons.
It‟s ever so funny to watch him get excited about
something, which happens in every lesson. It‟s easy to know that
he‟s getting excited because he begins bouncing up and down
slightly in a way that no other sixty-something year old would ever
managed without looking completely ridiculous. He has this dark
(with more and more grey streaks these days), springy hair that
lines the edge of his growing bald patch, and the hair bounces up
and down with him like thousands of tiny little springs. Then, he
takes on his whole new persona, often going into role and
becoming the character or figure he is talking about, doing the
voices, the actions, and parading up and down the room
gesticulating wildly, but all the while there‟s a gentle „bounce,
bounce, bounce‟, as though the springs are not just on his head but
on the soles of his shoes too.

A teacher that doesn‟t take himself too seriously always
will be a big hit with teenagers, although he‟s not afraid to impose
his authority if he has to. I‟ve only ever heard him properly shout
once (although thankfully it wasn‟t it me), but it isn‟t an experience
that I would like to repeat. When he lost it, the room suddenly
became more silent than I‟d ever known it to be before. We all sat
slightly paralyzed, not even anting to breathe too loudly, because
hearing such a jovial and jolly little man lose his temper was a
huge shock. It certainly had the right kind of impact though,
because he‟s never needed to shout since.
It is actually this teacher that I have to thank for my love of
history. In his lessons, history does not mean copying out of
textbooks and writing pages and pages of notes. History is alive;
history is something tangible, that you can see, hear and feel, and
we can live it through dressing up and acting out scenes or taking
trips to important places of historical interest. And although he‟s
getting on in years and may not be teaching for much longer, he
will have an important place in history for many of his students,
because there has never been a teacher able to bring a subject to
life in quite the same way he does.
4. Simple Present Tense
Simple Present Tense is the most popular tense in using. According
to Azar (2005:60) simple present tense is generally used to express event
or situations that exist, always, usually, habitually. It means that if we will
express situation that exist, always, usually, habitually we should using the
simple present tense. The simple present tense is one of tenses which is we
should master if we will make a descriptive paragraph
According to Hewings (2001:02) we use the present simple to
describe things that are always true, or situation that exist now and, as far
we know, will go on indefinitely. We use the present simple to talk about
habits or things that happen on a regular basic. We often use the present
simple with verb that performs the action they describe.
From the definitions above, it can be concluded the simple present
tense is describe things in general, express event or situation.
The simple present tense is used to describe an action, an event, or
condition that is occurring in the present, at the moment of speaking or
writing. The simple present is used when the precise beginning or ending

of a present action, event, or condition is unknown or is unimportant to the
meaning of the sentence
According to Riyanto (2009: 98) the function of simple present
tense is used for :
a. An action that happens all the time or habits.

Excample :
1) Rose always comes on time
2) Hassan and I are classmates
b. A thing that is true in general

1) Ice is cold
2) The sun rises in the east
c. A schedule/time table or plan

d.

1)

The bus arrives at 5:30 a.m

2)

The bank opens at 8:30 and closes at 4:00

A description and definition
1) A doctor works in a hospital. He examines the sick people.

He gives medicine too
Simple present tense has pattern, there are:
a. Verbal sentence

According to Suryadi (2011:420)Verbal sentences issentences
that predicate a verb
The function of the verbal sentences:
1) To express a general truth.
2) To express the activities Formula:

Formula:
1) Positive

Example:
a. He goes to school every day

b. They bring my book
c.

Ita plays volley ball

2) Negative

Example:
a. Ita does not sit on the floor
b. They do not listen to the radio
3) Interogative

Example :
a. Does she eat rice?
b. Do you lend them a book?
c. Does ita go to school?

Notes : I, you, we, they : v-1 / do She, he, it, dila and novel
: v-1 / does (Suryadi,2011:422-425)

b. Nominal sentence

Nominal sentence is sentences that predicate a non verb
(Suryadi, 2011: 420).
The function of the nominal sentence :
1) To express an action that happens all the time or habits
Formula :
a) Positive

Example:
a.

It is calender

b. You are happy
c. He is in the class

b) Negative

Example :
a. You are not farmer
b. That is not good picture
c. I am not sick

c) Interogative

Example :
a. Is he present today?
b. Are you happy now?
c. Am I in your group?

Notes : Consist of complement : Adjective : happy,
good, sad, .... Noun : student, driver, .... Adverb : here,
in the office, .... Pronoun : mine, hers, yours, ....
(Suryadi,2011: 430-432)
c.

Time signal:
1) Used with expression of frequency

In the morning
once week
In the Evening
once mounth
In the Afternoon

twice day
Every week
Every mounth
Every year

once year
Every day
2) Used with adverbs of frequency
Always

Often

some time

never

Generally

Regularly

Ussually

nowadays

Seldom

ever

Frequently

Here

Steadily

There
Suryadi,2011: 485-486

B. Previous Studies
Before the researcher conducts this research, there are some other
researchers that also have been conducted the correlation research with almost
same title as follow:
Nikmaturrohmah Nayu Zariah (T-2011 Nik TBI), the students of IAIN
Tulungagung (2011) from Faculty of English Education Program. Her research
title is The Correlation between Simple Present Tense Mastery and Ability in
Writing Descriptive Text of the First Graders of SMPN 1 Kauman. This title is
same as the researcher‟ s title, but there are some differences such us,
Nikmaturrohmah Nayu Zariah‟ s research has two variables, independent variable
is simple present tense mastery and dependent is ability in writing descriptive text.
In this research has three variables, independent variables are mastery on simple
present tense and vocabulary mastery, dependent variable is ability in writing
descriptive text. Nikmaturrohmah Nayu Zariah chooses the first grade of SMP N
1 Kauman whereas in this research, researcher chooses the tent grade of MAN 1
sragen
Erlin Marlinda (SRN.26.10.6.2.082), the students of The State Islamic
Institute of Surakarta (2014) from Islamic Education and Teacher Training
Faculty. Her research title is A Correlation Study between Students‟ Vocabulary
Mastery and Extroversion toward Writing Ability on Descriptive Text of The
tenth Grade Students of SMA N 1 Gondang in Academic Year 2013 / 2014. This
title is almost same as the researcher‟ s title. Erlin Marlinda‟ s research has three
variables, independent variables are vocabulary mastery (X1) and extroversion
(X2), dependent is writing ability on descriptive text (Y). In this research,
researcher has three variables, independent variables are mastery on simple
present tense (X1) and vocabulary mastery (X2), dependent is writing ability in

descriptive text. Erlin Marlinda chooses the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Gemolong
whereas the researcher chooses the tenth grade of MAN 1 Sragen.
The similarity between the last study and the present is in focus on writing
ability and they also focus on descriptive text. The differences between them is in
the subject of research and variable. Last study used more than two variables,
such as extroversion, vocabulary and writing descriptive. But, in this research, the
researcher only took simple present tense and writing descriptive as variables.

CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH

A. Research Design
The study was conducted through quantitative method and the
designis correlational study. This study tends to be a study of correlation
because itinvestigates the correlation between two variables. As stated by
Sangadji thatcorrelational research is a type of research with certain
characteristic of theproblems of the relationship or correlation at least two
variables (Sangadji, 2010 : 71). Variable isthe object of the research or what is
being noticed in a research (Arikunto, 1996 : 99).
In statistical science, the correlation between two variables is
knownas bivariate correlation, while the correlation between more than
twovariables is known as multivariate correlation. Since the correlation
studysearches for whether or not there is a correlation between two variables
ormore, the correlation between two variables can be a positive correlation
andnegative correlation (Sudijono, 2006 : 167).A study has a positive
correlation when two variables(or more) move in tandem. It means if the X
variable decreases, the Y variable also decreases and vice versa. However, a
study has a negativecorrelation when one variable decreases, while the others
increase and viceversa.
B. Research Subjects
The researcher conducted the study during July up to December 2018.
This range time was from the first time the researcher proposed the research
until he finished it. The place of this research is at MTs AL Jauharen. The
researche chose this place for his study because he considered this school is
appropriate to the research.

C. Population and Sample
1. Population
Population is a place of generalization that consists of subject and
object of the research with certain quality and characteristic that
arestandardized by the researcher in order to learn from them and then to
draw aconclusion from them (Sangadji, 2010 : 26).The elements of
population can be individually,family, a social group, school, class,
organization, etc. In other words,population is an organization of the
elements (Sudjana, 1989 : 84).
It can be concluded thatpopulation is the place where information
are collected by the researcher. Itcan be human, animate, product, or even
document to be learned and to draw a conclusion from them. In this
research, the populations were students of the 8th grade students of MTs Al
Jauharen.

No

Class

Male

Female

Total

1

A

12

18

30

2

B

9

22

31

3

C

11

23

33

4

D

8

21

29

Total

123

2. Sample
Depending on term of time, ability, and fund, the researcher took
sample of the populations which have been decided. Sample, according to
Arikunto is a part of the population that becomes a representative for all
population.
As mentioned by Arikunto (2007:101) if the population less than
100, it is better to take all members in population as sample. But if the
population is more than 100, the sample can be taken 10-20 % or 20-25%

or more. Because the total numbers of population are less than 100
students, the researcher will take all population become sample.
So that, based on Arikunto theory (2007:101) the sample is 20 %
of 123 means 24 sample. The researcher wlll take six students for each
class.

D. Data Collection Techniques
1. Writing Test
To measure students‟ competence in ability in writing, the
researcher uses essay test. The Descriptive text is choosed as the criteria of
writing. Then, the score can be marked with the suitable rubric of writing
as follows :
no

performance indicators
First paragraph introduces the topic clearly
1.
and grabs the reader‟s attention
The content/idea of the text is in line with the
2.
topic/title
Overall writing makes sense/has clear
3.
message
The text structure/generic structure meets the
4.
nature of descriptive generic structure
5.
All paragraphs flow cohesively and coherently
The structural patterns follow the convention
of the English language and in line with the
6.
descriptive text.
The vocabulary and word choices are correctly
7.
and properly used
8.
The words are correctly spelled.
The text mechanics are correctly and properly
9.
used.
Source : Woodson,2009

5

score
4 3 2

1

In this test, the researcher used 2 raters to give score. The first, is
the researcher himself and the second one is the writiung lecture to make
this study accurate.
2. Simple Present Tense Test

The test of mastery on simple present tense was intended to collect
the data about students‟ mastery on simple present tense. The test is
objective test in the form of multiple-choice type consisting of 20 items in
try out. There are four answer‟ s option; a, b, c, or d in each question.
(Zariah, 2011:36)
3. Validity and Reliability
a). Validity
Validity is a measure that indicates the level of validity of
instrument (Arikunto, 2010: 168). A valid instrument means a
measuring instrument used to obtain that data is valid. Valid means
the instrument can be used to measure what it should be in the
measure (Sugiyono, 2009:121).
In this research testing the instrument validity performed with
the content validity, because the instrument from test with material
already learned. Testing the content validity can be done by
comparing the contents of the instrument with the learning material
that has been taught (Sugiyono, 2009: 129).
b) Reliability
Reliability shows that the instrument can be trust and uses as
tool to collect the data because it is enough good instrument. The good
instrument will generate data can be believed anyway. If the data is
true in accordance with reality, then several times taken, its score will
remain the same.
Interrater reliability test is a type of test used to equate
perception in this case between the researcher and the data set. The
tool used for this test is the Kappa statistical test. Test conditions:
a) If the data collector is large, the test is carried out on each data
collector
b) Doing each question
c) The researcher and the data collector jointly observe

d) When observing between the researcher and the data collector, it
may not be different
E. Data Analysis Techniques
In analyzing the data, the researcher used percentage to show the students‟
ability in simple present tense. The category can be seen as follows:
percentage

category

0-20

Very not good

21-40

Not good

41-60

Enough

61-80

Good

81-100

Very good

Besides, the researcher uses correlation product moment which developed
by Carl Pearson because the researcher wants to find out the influence which
is related to correlational study. “Correlation productmoment is used to show
whether there is a correlation or relationship betweenX variable and Y
variable.” (http://eprints.undip.ac.id/6608/1/korelasi product moment.pdf).
The symbol of the correlation product moment is“r”. (Sudijono, 1989 : 27).
Data operation technique is done through the steps below:

1. Finding the number of correlation using formula:

(
√

(

)

)(

)
(

) )

N

`= Number of participant

X

= Students mastery of present tense

Y

= Students writing score

∑X

= The sum scores of mastery of present tense

∑Y

= The sum scores of writing

∑X2

= The sum of the squared scores of mastery of present tense

∑Y2

= The sum of the squared scores of writing

∑XY = The sum of multiplied score between X and Y
This formula is used in finding index correlation “r” product moment
between X variable and Y variable (rxy).
2. Finding significance between two variable:

√
√
r

= Value of correlation coeficient

n

= number of participants

3. Interpret the index scores of “r” correlation:

Corelation of product momment (rxy) usually used the interpretation
such as bellow: (Ridwan, 2011 : 81).
Table 2. Pearson Correlation Interpretation
The Score of

Interpretation

(rxy)
0.00 – 0.19

There is a correlation between X and Y,but the
correlation is very weak or littleso it is ignored or it is
considered nocorrelation in this rating.

0.20 - 0.39

There is a correlation between X and Y,but it is weak or
little.

0.40 – 0.69

There is a correlation between X and Y.The value is
medium.

0.70 – 0.89

There is high correlation between X and Y

0.90 – 1.00

There is a very high correlation betweenX and Y.

F. Hypotheses
A Hypothesis in the research is a basic assumption of how the result of
theresearch will be. It is a prediction of a phenomenon. Moreover, in
formulatinghypothesis, the researcher has to ensure that the hypothesis is real
or based onfact. There are two kinds of hypotheses: (Sangadji, 2010 : 92).

a. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha): There is a correlation between students‟
mastery of present tense and students‟ writing‟s skill.
b. Null Hypothesis (HO): There is no correlation between students‟ mastery
of present tense and students writing‟s skill.
If ro is the same as or higher than rt, the Ha is accepted. It means that
thereis a correlation between students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s
skill
If ro is lower than rt, the Ha is rejected. It means that there is nocorrelation
between students‟ mastery of present tense and writing‟s skill.

CHAPTER IV
FINDING AND DISCUSSION
A. Finding
1) Result of Simple Present Tense
The simple present test is held on 24th July 2019. The test is
followed by 24 students. This term is tested by the researcher .
The result of researcher can be seen as follow :

Percentage of Simple Present Tense
result
4.16

4.16

16,16 (enough)

16.16

16,16 (enough)

16,16 (enough)
16.66

33.33

33,33 (good)

4,16 (good)
16.66

4,16 (good)

From the table and diagram above it can be sen that there were 4
students who got score 52 (16,66%) in category enough, there were 4
students got score 56 (16,66 %) in category enough , there were 4 students
got score 60 (16,66%) in category enough. Next, there were 8 students got
score 64 (33,33%) in category good. Moreover, there was a student got
score 68 (4,16%) in category good and a student got score 72 (4,16%) in
category good.

2) Result o f Writing Test
The test is held in 26th July 2019. The result of the test can be
seen as follows:

Percentage of Writing result average of
raters
8.33

8,33 (enough)
91,66 (good)
91.66

From the diagram above it can be sen that the there are only 2
students in enough category and most score that students got is in cateory
good with 22 students (91,66 %). That table above is the result of writing
test based on the average score of the researcher and the rater.
The next is about the writing test result of researcher :

Percentage of Writing result average of
researcher
16.66
16,66 (enough)
83,33 (good)
83.33

From diagram above it can be sen that the there are 4 students in
enough category (16,66%) and most score that students got is in cateory
good with 20 students (83,33 %). That table above is the result of writing
test based on the average score of the researcher .While, the result score of
rater can be seen as follow :

Percentage of Writing result average of
rater
8.33

8,33 (enough)
91,66 (good)
91.66

From diagram above it can be sen that the there are 2 students in
enough category (8,33%) and most score that students got is in cateory good
with 22 students (91,66 %). That table above is the result of writing test
based on the average score of the rater

3) Statistical Analysis
Correlations

writing
SPT

Writing

Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N

Simple
preseent
tense

1

3,24

24

,022
24

3,24

1

,022
24

24

From the output table it can be seen that the score of Sig. (2-tailed)
between writing and simple presen tense is 0,022 < 0,05, which means
there is no correlation between Simple Present Tense and writing.
The Score of

Interpretation

(rxy)
0.00 – 0.19

There is a correlation between X and Y,but the
correlation is very weak or littleso it is ignored or it is
considered no correlation in this rating.

0.20 - 0.39

There is a correlation between X and Y,but it is weak or
little.

0.40 – 0.69

There is a correlation between X and Y.The value is
medium.

0.70 – 0.89

There is high correlation between X and Y

0.90 – 1.00

There is a very high correlation betweenX and Y.

Then, the correlation between two variables based on correlation
table is 3,24. It means there is a correlation between X and Y and it is in
high criteria.
B. Discussion
Based on the calculation above, the result is compared by t table in the
significant of 1% and n=24, the writer found the Degree of Freedom (Df) with the
formula Df = N – nr, got number 22. From Df = 22, it is obtained ttable of 1% = 2.76.
It indicates that to > ttable, in which 3,24 > 2.76. Therefore, the alternative
hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. In other words, there is a significant correlation
between Simple Present Tense and writing.
The statistical hypotheses state that If r o is the same as or higher than rt,
the Ha is accepted, and If ro is lower than rt, the Ha is rejected. To sum up, the data
interpretation shows a finding that Simple Present Tense and writing correlate
each other. Simple Present Tense gives contribution ro 3,24 to writing ability. It
means the ability of writing is affected by simple present tense. The correlation of
Simple Present Tense and writing ability has significant value. It means the better
Simple Present Tense that the students have, the better writing ability the students
will produce. The 3,24 correlation can be influenced by the students‟ habit in
using grammar. So that, even there is correlation between Simple Present Tense
and writing, it can be not maximal.
This research supported by the study of Inda Susanti (2018) which the
result of her study showed there was increasing on the student‟s ability at writing
descriptive text from each cycles. It showed with the mean of pre-test score 61,
81. Where, there were 3 students got success score criteria (13, 63%) and 19
students got unsuccessful (86, 35%). After doing cycle I by using the learning cell
learning strategy, there was an improving of the result of the student‟s mean
scores (73, 86). Where, there were 8 students got success score criteria (36, 36%)
and 14 students got unsuccessful (63, 63%). Then for the second cycle, there was
improvement of student‟s mean score (82, 42). Where, there were 19 student‟s got

success score criteria (86, 36%) and 3 students got unsuccessful (13, 63%). Based
on the interview, observation sheet, diary notes results and documentation showed
that the student‟s activity at writing descriptive text by using the learning cell was
very good. In other words, the students were active to take part in teaching
learning process.
Then, the research from Fikri Fauzi Alawi (2018) that stated about the
result shows that using clustering technique in teaching descriptive writing can
improve their writing‟s ability. The students‟ responses showed that they were
interested to learn writing subject, because they felt easier to write using the
technique. Moreover, the students‟ achievement in pre-test and post-test showed a
significant improvement. The students‟ mean in preliminary study was 49.5%. In
the first cycle the mean score was 64.8%. Meanwhile the mean score in the
second cycle was 74.3%. it means that there was 15.2 points or 30% of mean
improvement from the students‟ score in the preliminary study to the first cycle
and there was 24.7 points or 49.8% of mean score improvement from the
students‟ score in preliminary study to the second cycle. From this result, the
researcher concludes that teaching descriptive writing using clustering technique
at eighth grades of MTs. Darul Ma‟arif Jakarta can improve their writing ability.
The last, it also supported by Irmandi (2017) with the result that the
students‟ simple present tense mastery was moderate (67.86%), their learning
motivation was moderate (71.43%), and their ability to comprehend descriptive
text was moderate (85.71%). The researcher found the coefficient correlation
between students‟ simple present tense mastery and their ability to
comprehenddescriptive text was 0.74 and value of r table was 0.388 (α .05 and df
= 26). Next, the researcher found the coefficient correlation between students‟
learning motivation and their ability to comprehend descriptive text was 0.52 and
value of r table was 0.388(α .05 and df = 26). Then, the researcher found the
coefficient correlation between students‟ simple present tense mastery and their
learning motivation was 0.42 and value of r table was 0.388(α .05 and df = 26).
Finally, the researcher found the value of coefficient correlation of three variables

was 0.77 and f- counted was 32.22, while the value of f- table was 3.39 (α .05)
(df) n-k-1 (25).

CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
A. Conclusions
Based on the research finding in the previous chapter, it can be concluded
that there is a significant correlation between simple present tense mastery and
writing ability. The research shows that the correlation in the high level (3,24).
Then, when it was tested by the significance t contribution, it shows that the result
was significant. The score of to is bigger than ttable, in which 3,24 > 2.76.
Therefore the researcher summarizes that simple present tense really gives
contribution and has correlation to the ability of writing. A good writing is gotten
from the good using simple present tense. The better simple present tense the
students have the better writing.

B. Suggestions
For teacher who knowing the result of this research, it is suggested that to
give students input of Simple Present Tense as much as possible because the input
of SPT will be an encouragement and references for students to write. Therefore,
before asking students to write the teachers are better to expose the language as
much as possible, so the students have reach vocabularies and know how to write.
For language learners, it is suggested to enrich their knowledge through
simple present tense if they want to improve their writing skill. The language
knowledge through simple present tense can be accessed easily nowadays such as
writing short story, writing diary, etc.
For next researcher, it is hoped this research can be developed in other
case, such as simple present tense and reading, simple present tense and speaking,
simple present tense and listening , etc.
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Appendix 1
Pre Writing Test
Please write a descriptive about your friend!
The text should have at least three paragraph!

Post Writing Test
Please write a descriptive about your favourite place!
The text should have at least three paragraph!

Appendix 2
Simple Present Tense Test
1. Our English teacher always . . . . . . . our homework every week.
a. Check

c. Checking

b. Checked

d. Checks

2. One of my friends always . . . . . to bali every year.
a. Go

c. To go

b. Goes

d. Going

3. . . . . . . . your Uncle come here every year?
a. Do

c. Did

b. Does

d.Will

4. The train always . . . . . on time.
a. Arrive

c. Arrives

b. To arrive

d.Arrived

5. I don‟t . . . . . . . time to swim on monday.
a. Having

c. Has

b. Had

d. Have

6. . . . . . you have enough time to attend the party?
a. Does

c. Didn‟t

b. Did

d. Do

7. Marzuki . . . . . . . a very thick book about Indonesian History.
a. Has

c. Had

b. Have

d. Hid

8. Does the coach of Soccer club . . . . . . . the team regularly?
a. Train

b. Trains

c. Trained

d. Training

9. Mr. And Mrs. Bambang often . . . . . late.
a. Comes

c. Came

b. Coming

d. Come

10. Our Math teacher . . . . . . . check the attendance list every day.
a. Do not

c. Did not

b. Does not

d. Not doing

11. . . . . . the meeting take place in your office?
a. Do

c. Dod

b. Does

d. Don‟t

12. My father always . . . . . . . Karate every week.
a. Practices

c. Practice

b. Practicing

d.

Is

practicing

13. Do your father and mother . . . . . in a hotel?
a. Stays

c. Stay

b. To stay

d.Staying

14. Every day the security officer at my school . . . . . . . around the building
once every hour.
a. Walks

c. To be walking

b. Is walking

d. Walking

15. Does your friend . . . . . about this problem?
a. Understands

c. Understand

b. To understand

d.

16. My Biology teacher . . . . . . . always kind to every student.
a. Are

c. Am

b. Is

d.Was

Understood

17. The earth . . . . . . . once within 24 hours every day.
a. Rotating

c. Rotate

b. Rotates

d. Rotated

18. Handoko And Mrs Sunarni . . . . . always happy every time.
a. Am

c. Are

b. Is

d.

Were

19. My father doesn‟t . . . . . coffee every morning.
a. To drink

c. Drinks

b. Drink

d.

20. Eko, Yoga and Nanda . . . . . . . my best friend.
a. Is
b. Am
c. Was
d.Are

Drinking

Appendix 4
Result of Simple Present Tenses Test

No
1
2
3
4
5
6

Number of Students
4
4
4
10
1
1

Sum
13
14
15
16
17
18

Score
52
56
60
64
68
72

Percentage
16,66
16,66
16,66
41,67
4,16
4,16

Appendix 5
Result of Writing Test
1. Rater 1

no
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

1
4
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
3
3
4
3
4
4
4
2
3
4
5
4

2
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
4
4
2
3
4
4
3
2
3
4
4
3
2

3
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
3
2
3
4
4
4
3
3
4
3
4
4
3

4
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
4
3
3
4
3
3
2

score
5
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
3
2
3
4
4
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
5
4

6
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3

7
4
5
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
5
3
4
3

8
3
4
4
2
3
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5

9
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
4
2
3
4
3
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5

total
students'score
32
71,11
33
73,33
32
71,11
28
62,22
27
60,00
33
73,33
35
77,78
24
53,33
32
71,11
33
73,33
31
68,89
26
57,78
27
60,00
30
66,67
32
71,11
34
75,56
33
73,33
30
66,67
29
64,44
28
62,22
35
77,78
34
75,56
32
71,11
31
68,89

2. Rater 2

no
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

1
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
4
4
2
3
4
3
3
4
3
4
2
3
4
4
4
5
4

2
4
2
3
4
4
5
4
3
2
3
4
4
3
2
3
4
4
3
4
3
4
4
3
2

3
2
3
4
3
4
3
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
3
4
4
3

4
4
3
3
4
3
3
2
4
3
3
4
3
4
3
4
3
2
2
4
4
3
4
3
4

score
5
2
2
3
4
3
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
4
4
4
3
4
4
2
2
3
4
3
3

6
4
2
3
4
3
5
4
4
2
3
4
3
4
3
4
5
4
3
4
4
3
4
3
3

7
4
5
2
4
3
2
3
4
3
2
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
4
4
3
2
4
3
3

8
3
4
4
3
4
4
4
2
3
4
3
2
3
4
3
4
3
4
5
4
4
3
2
3

9
4
3
3
4
3
4
5
3
5
4
4
2
3
4
3
4
3
3
3
4
4
3
4
5

total
students'score
31
68,89
27
60,00
29
64,44
35
77,78
30
66,67
34
75,56
34
75,56
30
66,67
27
60,00
28
62,22
33
73,33
28
62,22
32
71,11
30
66,67
32
71,11
34
75,56
33
73,33
29
64,44
32
71,11
32
71,11
30
66,67
34
75,56
30
66,67
30
66,67

3. Average of Researcher and Rater

researcher
71,11
73,33
71,11
62,22
60
73,33
77,78
53,33
71,11
73,33
68,89
57,78
60
66,67
71,11
75,56
73,33
66,67
64,44
62,22
77,78
75,56
71,11
68,89

rater
68,89
60
64,44
77,78
66,67
75,56
75,56
66,67
60
62,22
73,33
62,22
71,11
66,67
71,11
75,56
73,33
64,44
71,11
71,11
66,67
75,56
66,67
66,67

average
70
66,665
67,775
70
63,335
74,445
76,67
60
65,555
67,775
71,11
60
65,555
66,67
71,11
75,56
73,33
65,555
67,775
66,665
72,225
75,56
68,89
67,78

Appendix 6
Correlations

writing
SPT

Writing

Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N

Simple
preseent
tense

1

3,24

24

,022
24

3,24

1

,022
24

24
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