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ABSTRACT

Ridho, Muhammad. 2018.

Racism Of Solomon Northup As Seen 12 YEARS A
SLAVE Movie By Steve Mc. Queen.Thesis of
English Literature department of Adab Faculty.

State Islamic University Sulthan Thaha
Saifuddin Jambi.
Supervisor I
Supervisor II

: Dr. Alfian, M.Ed
: UlfatmiAzla, SS, MA

Racism is a treatment of a race who considers his race as superior and other
race as inferior. People who consider their self as superior think that they have
special right among the inferior races.12 Years a Slave is a movie that clearly
illustrates how racism occurs. This movie which is taken from a true story on the
novel that written by Solomon Northup directed by Steve Mc.Queenand filmed on
November 23th, 2013 in America. This research is a criticism of literary sociology
that views literary works as a reflection of the social conditions of society in real
life. This study tries to find: 1.The condition of Solomon Northup’s life as seen in
12 Years a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen. 2. The forms racism that
experienced by Salomon Northup’s as seen in 12 Years a Slave movie by Steve
Mc. Queen.
Afterwards this research uses the theory of racism from George M.
Fedrickson, how to view someone against others who are no better than him
which then leads to actions that are not in accordance with human rights as
happened by Solomon Northup. Then this research supported by the sociological
approach of NyomanKhutaRatna who tried to see the relationship between the
contents of literary works and aspects of society.
After analyzing the data, this researcher found out how the condition of
Solomon Northup as the main character. The condition when Solomon Northup is
a free Negro, the cause so that the Solomon Northup can be trapped inside
slavery, how the conditions that live in Solomon Northup become a slave and
how he tried to out of slavery. After that how was the condition of Solomon
Northup after he got his freedom. Then researchers also found forms of racism
experienced by Solomon Northup that are: discrimination, prejudice, and
segregation. From these results all researchers can see how the social conditions
of the people at that time, specifically how acts of racism are rampant which
resulted in a social system that violates human rights rules called slavery.
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ABSTRAK
Ridho, Muhammad. 2018.

Racism Of Solomon Northup As Seen 12 YEARS A
SLAVE Movie By Steve Mc. Queen.Jurusan
SastraInggris, Fakultas Adab Dan Humaniora,
Universitas Islam Negri SulthanThaha Saifuddin
Jambi.

Supervisor I
Supervisor II

: Dr. Alfian, M.Ed
: UlfatmiAzla, SS, MA

Rasisme adalah perlakukan ras yang menganggap rasnya sebagai ras yang
superior sedangkan ras lain lebih rendah. Orang yang menganggap diri mereka
sebagai atasan yang berpikir bahwa mereka memiliki hak khusus di antara ras
yang lebih rendah. 12 Years a Slave adalah film yang menggambarkan dengan
jelas bagaimana rasisme terjadi. Film ini diambil dari kisah nyata pada novel yang
ditulis oleh Solomon Northup yang disutradarai oleh Steve Mc.Queen dan
difilmkan pada 23 November 2013 di Amerika. Penelitian ini merupakan kritik
terhadap sosiologi sastra yang memandang karya sastra sebagai cerminan dari
kondisi sosial masyarakat dalam kehidupan nyata. Penelitian ini mencoba
menemukan: 1. Kondisi kehidupan Salomo Northup seperti yang terlihat dalam
film 12 Years a Slave oleh Steve Mc.Queen. 2. Bentuk rasisme yang dialami oleh
Salomon Northup seperti yang terlihat dalam film 12 Years a Slave oleh Steve
Mc.Queen.
Setelah itu penelitian ini menggunakan teori rasisme dari George M.
Fedrickson, bagaimana memandang seseorang terhadap orang lain yang tidak
lebih baik dari dirinya yang kemudian mengarah pada tindakan yang tidak sesuai
dengan hak asasi manusia seperti yang terjadi oleh Solomon Northup. kemudian
penelitian ini didukung oleh pendekatan sosiologis Nyoman Khuta Ratna yang
mencoba melihat hubungan antara isi karya sastra dan aspek-aspek masyarakat.
Setelah menganalisa data, peneliti ini menemukan bagaimana kondisi
Solomon Northup sebagai karakter utama. Kondisi ketika Solomon Northup
adalah seorang negro merdeka, penyebabnya sehingga Solomon Northup dapat
terjebak di dalam perbudakan, bagaimana kondisi yang hidup di Solomon
Northup menjadi budak dan bagaimana ia berusaha keluar dari perbudakan.
Setelah itu bagaimana kondisi Solomon Northup setelah dia mendapatkan
kebebasannya. Kemudian peneliti juga menemukan bentuk-bentuk rasisme yang
dialami oleh Solomon Northup yaitu: diskriminasi, prasangka, dan segregasi. Dari
hasil ini semua peneliti dapat melihat bagaimana kondisi sosial masyarakat pada
waktu itu, khususnya bagaimana tindakan rasisme merajalela yang mengakibatkan
sistem sosial yang melanggar aturan hak asasi manusia disebut perbudaka
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of The Problem
America had a long history of racism since the 16th century in the form of
black slavery. They initially employed Negro to assist them in managing their
plantations, especially helping them in doing things that tend to be heavy but over
the course of time the functions of the people they employed change. Many
people were starting to become arbitrary therefore many victims fell from time to
time because of inhumane attitude. Because of the increasing number of casualties
resulting from slavery in America, the America government passed a regulation to
abolish all kinds of slavery that existed in the country in 1807. In 1808 it was
expected that this rule could begin to be lived and the casualties diminished, but
the reality was very different. Based on data from the Historical Statistic of the
America in 1970 it was clear that the increasing number of slavery victims had
been increasingly significant since the 1800th to 1900th, especially in the southern
American countries due to their need for enormous labor force for jobs in their
fields.
Eric Foner wrote that first and foremost, slavery was a system of labor, with
only brief interruptions for meal, work occupied most of the selves time.2 Racism
or discrimination has become a global issue that never ends from time to time;
racism is a fluid concept and appears in different forms all the time. Initially
ethnic, and intergroup biases, gradually evolved into a social prejudice.
2

Foner ,Eric. (2008). Give Me Liberty! : An American History. New York: Library Of

Congress Cataloging.. P.42
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Racism is social issue among society which is always interesting to be
discussed. The term racism refers to negative action toward inferior people may
caused by the emergency of some races who regard their groups as superior
group. One factor that they usually use to determine the superiority is the skin
colors of people with bright color believe that they are the best product of human
evolution. As the result, they consider their races as a superior than others. Racism
may include any attitude, action or in action which subordinates a person or
groups because of race/color/ethnicity. Racism is belief that human races have
distinctive characteristics which determine their respective cultures, usually
involving the idea that one’s own race is superior and has the right to rule or
dominate others.3 The term racism often uses to describe the hostility and negative
feelings of an ethnic group towards other ethnic groups. This opinion is also
supported by Giddens. According to Giddens in his book stated that: racism is a
system of domination that operates in social processes and social institution;
others see it as operating and the individual consciousness.4 Racism this gives a
different form of treatment to someone who is considered different, by giving an
assessment that is measured based on racial and social characteristics. In short,
Racism is a treatment a race who considers his race as superior and other race as
inferior. People who consider their self as superior think that they have special
right among the inferior races.
In daily life, racism is easily found. In society racism seems a usual thing,
racism happens because the different background of culture between one race to
3
4

Akiva, Bnei. (2012, October 29). Racism Vs Chosen People. EBook.

Giddens,A, Duneier,M, & Appelbaun,R,P. (2006). Essential of sociology: New York:
GGS Book Service.
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another race that usually hard to understand each other. For example, bright skin
people which is being served very well rather than dark skin people, like happens
in political apartheid in Africa, or the slavery that happen on America in 19th
century.
racism that occurs because of several causes, one of which is because of the
poor quality of life of a person or group so that those who feel stronger and good
quality will be arbitrary, this will result in many losses to the victim such as the
loss of human rights harassment, physical and cyclical violence, and can even
cause death. Something like that also happened in America in the 19th century
and even today the social gap between Negro and white people still occurs even
though the form is different.
Racism in a real life is sometimes depicted in a literary work such as movie.
Movie is one of literary works that shows the story of life like real condition, one
of the movie which is depicted racism entitled 12 Years a Slave. 12 Years a Slave
was originally a novel written by Solomon Northup that told the real events by
himself who became slaves for 12 years. This movie was about a Negro Solomon
Northup lived as a free man in Saratoga, New York with his wife and two
children; he earned a living as a violinist.
One day Solomon Northup met two men who interest to his playing. They
offered him to had free vacation during two weeks in Washington. Unfortunately,
Solomon Northup was deceived. He did not get any vacation, but he was sold as a
slave. He was slandered as if he was a Negro runaway from Georgia and sent to
New Orleans, so he was forced to be a slave and be tortured and there it appears

4

that Negro from Georgia tend to be forced into slavery and tortured, different
from the Saratoga of New York. He also was forced to change his name as Platt.
He decided that cooperation was the best way to survive. He saw few others in the
same situation as him, but slowly he was separated from those with who he had
built support. This process continued over his life as a slave, as he was at the
mercy of who ever his master at the time and his master's associated who worked
on their own priorities. He found that cooperation generally got one nowhere and
sometimes could get one into further trouble due to jealousy. At times, he could
not take the emotional abuse, his actions which lead to physical abuse. Racism
practice could not avoided by him.

Picture 15

As well-educated person, Solomon Northup never stopped to trying came out
from this Slavery. He tried to write a letter to his family for several times, but he
could not find the way to sent it. In the last part of story, a white man as known as
Mr. Bass changed his destiny. Mr. Bass helped Solomon Northup to get his

5
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freedom after knowing that Platt was actually free man who still had family. Some
church’s official came and brought him back to his family. Finally, he could
assemble with his family and furthermore wrote his story in a novel.
This story was filmed on November 23, 2013 in the America and directed by
Steve McQueen. The movie is a Biographical Movie or Biopic which is described
based on the real experience of the main character. The movie is from the novel
that was written by Solomon Northup when he became a slave. The slavery
inspired to write the novel.
This movie focuses on racism of Solomon Northup in America on 1841. in
this movie clearly illustrates the life of Solomon Northup as Negro who
previously was a violinist who had a family and lived a happy life, then he was
deceived by two people who then sold him and made him a slave, and appraised
the treatment of racism for 12 years, because at that time blacks in low regard had
no scientific or materialistic power. So the Negro at that time were subjected to
such racism: discrimination, segregation, and prejudice
The writer interests in analyzing racism because racism is an issue that has
never been resolved before despite the different conditions and its application,
racism continues to occur even in all countries, sometimes even into a conflict and
crime, racism also has a very bad impact on the victim, such as the loss of the
ability to lead a normal life (lacking human rights), physical and psychological
violence, and the most severe can cause death to the victim. This is the interest for
writers to analyze it.

6

From explanation above, the writer interests to analyze the racism condition of
Solomon Northup in this movie, the forms of racism that happen to Solomon
Northup and the struggle of Solomon Northup to out from slavery during 12
Years. And then writer will analysis this thesis proposal under the title “Racism
Experienced By Solomon Northup as Seen 12 Years a Slave Movie by Steve
Mc. Queen”.

1.2 Formulation Of The Problem
Based on the background above, the writer formulates of the problem as
follows:
1. How is the racism condition of Solomon Northup’s life as seen in 12 Years
a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen?
2. What are forms of racism that experienced by Solomon Northup’s as seen
in 12 Years a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen?
1.3 Limitation Of The Problem
For the limitation the writer intends to narrow the problems for the research by
limiting the problem only about the racism condition of Solomon Northup’s life,
and the forms of racism experienced by Solomon Northup and escape from the
situation of slavery base on 12 Years a Slave movie.
1.4 Purpose of the Problem
Based on the problems statements mentioned above, the purpose of this
research are:

7

1. To describe the racism condition of Solomon Northup’s life as seen in 12
Years a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen.
2. To find out the forms racism that experienced by Salomon Northup’s as
seen in 12 Years a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen.
1.5 The Significance of the Research
The writer hopefully this research gives a good effect toward the world,
and then the writer divides the significant into two parts, theoretically and
practically:
1. Theoretically the writer hopefully this research can be useful for the next
researcher as a reference to develop their research in order to make their
research better.
2. Practically the writer also expects that this research can be useful to other
as additional information and knowledge about racism.
3. From the theory use in this thesis, the reader will get a new understanding
what the racism issues that presented on 12 Years a Slave movie by Steve
Mc. Queen.

CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
2.1 Racism
Racism is a debatable term among people around the world. According to
George M. Fedrickson in his book stated that:
The term “racism” is often used in a loose and unreflective way to describe the
hostile or negative feelings of one ethnic group or “people” toward another
and the actions resulting from such attitudes. But sometimes the antipathy of
one group toward another is expressed and acted upon with a singlemindedness and brutality that go far beyond the group-centered prejudice and
snobbery that seem to constitute an almost universal human failing.6
The emergence of racism often causes the fanaticism of people to their race’s
member. The fanaticism will make people give different treatment among people
in the world. They are some people who consider their group as batter group then
other group. Afterword, they will regard their group as superior than other. The
people, who consider themselves as superior, think that they have special rights
among the inferior races. This condition is later known as racism. Racism is the
routine, institutionalized mistreatment of a person based on his/her membership in
a group on the downside of power. Racism was rampant since time memorial.
Racial discrimination occurs in various forms, is a public facility, employment,
education, and other fields. According to Giddens in his book stated that: Racism

6

George M. Fedrickson. (2002). Racism, A Short History: Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press. P 1
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is a system of domination that operates in social processes and social institution,
others see it as operating and the individual consciousness.7
Racism presumes physical and spiritual inequality of human races and the
decisive influence of racial differences on history and culture of mankind. All
racial theories are underpinned by the image that making was originally divided
into upper and lower races. Upper races are then creative and the carriers of
civilization and are intended to rule. Lower race are characterized by inability to
create culture and they have to be led by somebody. Racism was over time used as
ideological foundation for aggressive behavior, expansion, ruling and exploiting.
Racism is based on the fact that is “ascribes given or stable differences to groups
of people and use these differences to justify how these groups are treated. The
term racism is also used to denote aggressive or derogatory behavior toward
members – often only subjectively perceived (in fact many times the same)
different race.
In general, racism is a belief that a particular race or ethnicity is inferior or
superior to others. Racial discrimination involves any act where a person is treated
unfavorably because of their race, nationality, color, descent or ethnic origin. In
its most serious form, racism is demonstrated in behaviors and activities that
embody race hate, vilification, abuse and violence – particularly experienced by
groups who are visibly different because of their cultural or religious dress, their
skin color or their physical appearance. Ultimately, racism is a tool to gain and

7
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maintain power. It is also inextricably linked with socio-economic factors, and
frequently reflects underlying inequalities in a society.
Racism is not kind of attitude or belief in society. Racism all about practice,
institutions and structural based on strict differentiation. It also created kind of
social order of society, not only theory about human’s differentiation. The practice
of racism may be done by every person, whether individually or in a group.8
2.2 Race Relation
There is a big variety among people around the word. The varieties may be in
the skin color, culture, language, and also ideology. People are disposed to be
grouped in some clusters according to their background. This kind of cluster is a
term that is commonly known as a race. Race is construct that artificially divides
people into distinct group base on characteristics such as physical appearance
(particularly color), ancestral heritage, cultural history, ethnic classification, and
the social economic and political need of a society at a given period of time.9
Race relations are the ways in which people of different races living together
in the same community behave towards one another. According to Edward in his
book stated that: the term race relation refers to those forms of behavior which
arise from the contents and resulting interaction of people with varied physical
and cultural characteristics. However, the relation cannot always be done in the
positive side. Even though there are some races which are inflicted, the relation
cannot be avoided toward humankind. There are two responses toward this
8

George M. Fedrickson. (2002). Racism, A Short History: Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press. P.7
9
Lawrence D. Bobo and Cybelle Fox. (2003). Race, Racism, and Discrimination:
Bridging Problems, Methods, and Theory in Social Psychological Research. Harvard University.
American Sociological Association.pdf
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relation acceptant and rejection. For the rejection is done through discrimination,
prejudice, segregation and violence.10 And according to Harry L. Kitano on his
book: in the first three interrelated actions to maintain superiority are prejudice,
discrimination and segregation.11
a. Discrimination
Discrimination occurs when an individual is subject to unequal treatment
because of their actual or perceived race. Discrimination is the actions or
practice carried out by members of superior group, or their representatives,
which have a differential and harmful impact on members of subordinate
group. In sum, discrimination is negative treatment with the superior as doer
and inferior group as the victim.12
Discrimination refers to actual behavior bias toward a person base on the
person’s group identity.13 It can be seen in activities that distribute rewards and
benefits unequally base on membership in the dominant ethnic groups. It
involves excluding or restricting group from opportunities that are available to
other group.
b. Segregation
Segregation is the physical separation of individuals, usually based on their
race, class, gender, or religion. Segregation can be either de jure, created by
law, or de facto, meaning resulting from practice. In the early 20th century,

10

Edwards, G. Franklin. (2003). World perspective. International encyclopedia of the
social science.
11
Kitano Harry (1974). Race Relation.Los Angeles.library of congress.P.48
12
Joe.R.Peagin (2001). White Racism: New York: Routledge.P.67
13
Cox, Talyor,Jr.(1998). Culture Diversity In Organization: Theory, Research And
Practice: San Francisco: Beret- Koehler Publishers.
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both kinds of segregation came to define racial relations in the United States.
Segregation resulted in the restriction of the civil, political, economic, and
social rights of African Americans, Asian Americans, Mexican Americans, and
Native Americans throughout the nation. Segregation was a tool used by whites
to separate themselves from nonwhites as Americans redefined race. During
the first decades of the 20th century, Americans adopted the modern definition
of race based on skin color, which underlined the belief that any nonwhite
person was inferior. In addition, this gave rise to the belief that nonwhite
Americans posed a threat to the physical and moral health of the nation.
Proponents of segregation argued, therefore, that it was necessary to separate
the less advanced racial groups from the whites.14
c. Prejudice
Prejudice is an affective feeling towards a person or group member based
solely on their group membership. Prejudice is a cultural attitude that rests on
negative stereotypes about individuals or groups because of their cultural,
religious, racial, or ethnic background. Prejudice as a negative attitude toward
a group or toward members of the group.15
The word is often used to refer to preconceived, usually unfavorable,
feelings towards people or a person because of their sex, gender, beliefs,
values, social class, age, disability, religion, sexuality, race/ethnicity, language,
nationality, beauty, occupation, education, criminality, sport team affiliation or
14

Kai Wright. (2009). African American Experience: Black History and Culture:
America: chapter 6: P.96
15
Todd D. Nelson. (2009). Hand book of prejudice, stereotyping, and discrimination:
New York: Psychology Press Taylor & Francis Group.P.2
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other personal characteristics. In this case, it refers to a positive or negative
evaluation of another person based on their perceived group membership.
2.3 Sociological Approach
Literary works cannot be separated from the real life. The process of
producing literary works may be influenced by the sociological condition in
certain period.
Sociology is the study of social relations, and its primary subject matter is the
group not the individual. Social is the scientific study of nature and development
of society and social behavior.16 A literary work, in which tells about the character
and action. Figure, here is a society, while actions are society’s activities in social
life. Therefore, literary and social subject, such as society ad their activities, have
a close relationship. Literary sociology is a reflective branch of research, this
study which focuses on human problems by looking at literature as a reflection of
human life.17
Approach is very important part in analyzing a literary work. Approach is the
way of dealing with something.
Nyoman Khuta Ratna in her book stated that: “pendekatan sosiologi
menganalisis manusis dalam masyarakat, dengan proses pemahaman mulai dari
masyarakat ke individu”.18 It means that sociology approach has method
implication like base understanding about human life to the society. The process
identifying sociological approach begin with the assumption which there is a
16
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reciprocal relationship between a self individual and society. The individual
influence whit the society through the action of individual there by creating group,
organization, networks, and institutions. The social condition has make identity of
society coherent and singular at the same time that they have provided empirical
evidence for irreducible differences among human in society.
Literary work is all the human creatures, which it is a value of society and
culture. The main subject of sociological literary is the relation between literature
and society, how that relationship can be happen, and how the effects that occurs
toward literary work and society itself. Literature and society show the
relationship of humanity, which literature will make creation and imagination to
describe the social problem in reality. It is why sociological approach concern
toward the society.
According to Swingewood in his book stated that: The Sociological Study Of
Literature is thus, for although they are today well developed sociologies of
religious, education, politic, and social change, even of such an imprecise area as
ideology, there is virtually no established corpus of knowledge called sociology of
literature.19 Sociology in literature is study about social condition in the society
over the text.
This thesis use sociological approach because sociology is inspect how the
society face the challenge of working with human beings and their social group,
where from this social sometimes there is problem between the society, that

19
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caused many factor, one of important factor that cause problem in society is
racism.
2.4 History of Slavery in America on 19th Century
Throughout the history of America, slavery played a vital role. The term,
slavery generally means buying and selling of people as properties and their
labors become under exploitative conditions. In other words, slavery is very
similar to modern day "trafficking of a person", but slavery is legal in the early
American history. In the United States, the primary reason for the demand of
slaves was to use their labors in plantation and agriculture; for example, sugar,
tobacco, coffee, cotton, etc. and sold those products back to Europe.
Since the arrival of immigrants from Europe especially from England in the
16th century to the new world (America) has led to the colonies. A total of 13
colonies were formed. Based on the geographical approach of American history
then in the colonial period until the civil war in the United States (1861 - 1865)
the region into two large areas, namely the region located in the south and north.
The Southern Territory which has a plantation's economic system to address
the labor needs of importing labor (slaves) is imported from the African region.
As a workforce they are inhabited as slaves. Logical consequence gave birth to the
institution of slavery. Imports of slaves to the Southern colony began on 31
August 1619 by John Rolfe a Dutchman who had sold 20 Negroes to Virginia. At
first these slaves were employed only as housemaids before being slaves in the
fields.
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The enslavement in the southern America is a social institution in which
slaves are bound by a number of laws imposed upon them and must be obeyed to
them. Slavery practices show a human exploitation of humankind. Slaves are
regarded as possessions possessed entirely by the owners, making it easy to be
traded. Slavery as a social haven is governed and protected by the southern states.
The slavery that lasted nearly 200 years has awakened the slaves to fight for
their rights. The social circumstances associated with the dissatisfaction and
despair of the slave group. The dissatisfaction of the slaves is due to the status
imposed by coercion and revamping in the prevailing social hierarchy in the white
circle in the south which holds that slaves have the right to belong.20
Eric Former wrote on his book that slavery could not testify in court against a
white person, sign contracts or acquire property, own firearms, hold meetings
unless a white person was present, or leave the farm or plantation without the
permission of their owner.21
The discontent of the slaves caused an uprising perpetrated by some slaves in
America. Three of the biggest rebellions were made by three figures, Nat Turner,
Danish Vesey and Gabriel Prosser. Various attempts were made to abolish slavery
in America. One of the characters is the President of the United States at that time
that is Abraham Lincoln who fights for the abolition of slavery. He issued a
decree ordering the abolition of slavery through the Proclamation of Emancipation
in 1863, and added the Thirteenth Article into the America Constitution in 1865.
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However, as the war was nearing its end, he became the first America president to
be killed.
To cope with one of its most important affairs: the position of African
Americans who had been equaled in May 1865, Congress established the Free
People's Bureau to act as the guidance of the Negro citizens and lead them toward
self-help. And in December 1965 Congress passed the Thirteenth Amendment of
the United States that abolished slavery.
2.5 Movie
Movie or film is a story that is told using sound moving pictures; show at a
cinema or on television. Movie is predetermined by literary technique: conversely,
literary practice develops particular features under the impact of movie. Movie’s
idiosyncratic modes of presentation, such as camera angle, editing, montage, slow
and fast motion – often parallel features of literary text or can be explained within
a textual framework.22
Movies, also known as films, are a type of visual communication which uses
moving pictures and sound to tell stories or inform (help people to learn). People
in every part of the world watch movies as a type of entertainment, a way to have
fun. For some people, fun movies can mean movies that make them laugh, while
for others it can mean movies that make them cry, or feel afraid.
Movies as a medium of mass communication essentially convey messages or
communication materials. To deliver the message the film is divided into several
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types. Movies can be distinguished by character, size, and segmentation. Some
types of movies according to Akurifai Baksin in his book stated that:
a.

Action
The term is always related to the scene of a fight, a shoot-out so that this

theme can simply be said to be a film that contains a physical "fight" between
the protagonist and the antagonist.
b.

Drama
This theme explores the human interest so that the intended audience is

the feeling to pervade the events that befell his character. This theme is also
linked to the background of the event.
c.

Comedy
This theme is better distinguished by jokes because if in jokes that usually

play a role is the comedian. Comedy movies should not be acted by
comedians, but movie players can. In essence, the comedy theme always
offers something that makes the audience smile and even laughs out loud.
Usually a scene in a comedy movie is also an allusion to an event or
phenomenon that is happening. In this context, there are two types of skits:
slapstick and situation comedy. Slapstick is a comedy that demonstrates silly
scenes like accidentally falling or throwing cakes and more. While sitcoms
are funny scenes that arise from situations formed in the groove and rhythm
of the film.
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d. Tragedy
This theme focuses on human destiny. A movie with the end of the story
survivors of violence, robbery, natural disasters and others can be called
tragedy films.
e. Horror
If a movie offers a frightening and creepy atmosphere make the audience
was shivering, that's called horror movie. The atmosphere of horror in a
movie can be made by way of animation, special effects or directly by the
characters in the film.
f. Drama Action
This theme is a combination of two themes, drama and action. The drama
theme of this action presents the atmosphere of drama and also scenes of
"physical quarrels". To mark it, it can be seen by looking at the movie
storyline. Usually the movie begins with a drama atmosphere, after which the
groove slid by presenting a tense atmosphere of quarrels.
g. Comedy tragic
Comedy atmosphere highlighted first then followed by tragic scenes. The
atmosphere built is bitter so the audience is carried away in a tragic
atmosphere but wrapped in a comedy atmosphere.
h. Comedy horror
Similar to comedy tragic, the atmosphere of comedy horror is also a
combination of comedy and horror themes. Usually a movie with this theme
features a horror movie developed, then spoofed into a comedy. In this
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context, elements frightening tension wrapped with comedic scenes so that
the element of terror becomes soft.
i. Parody
The parody theme is a duplication of a particular movie theme, but it is
spiked, so when a parody movie is aired the audience will see one scene of
the film with a smile and a laugh. The audience does so not just because the
movie is funny, but because the scenes that have been seen have appeared in
previous films. Surely the parody movie lovers will understand that often
watching movies, because the parody is always repeating another scene with
a comedy approaches.23
2.6 Review of Related Research
In this thesis, the writer is not the first researcher who will do research about
racism or social case that there is white people and negro have a conflict, actually
there are several thesis that’s have same discussion and it is relevant with the
thesis, but have differences between this research, such as the object of the
research, the formulations of the research, etc.
Firstly, the student of IAIN Sultan Thaha Saifudin Jambi named Ika Dian Sari
on may 2014 with his thesis entailed “Analyzing of Racial Discrimination As Seen
On Freedom Writers film By Richard Lagravenese”. This research discussed
about racial discrimination as Seen on Freedom Writers film, such as forms of
racial discrimination, the case of racial discrimination, and impact of racial
discrimination.
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This research is the same as discussing the conflict between white people and
Negro, but the focus of this research is different. while the research above focus
on analyzing racism of main character that experience slavery as seen on 12 Years
A slave movie. And the writer uses the racism theory and sociological approach.24
Secondly the student of IAIN Sultan Thaha Saifudin Jambi named Yanti
Lestari Ambarwati on 2015th with his thesis entailed “Racial Stereotyping For
African-American As Potrayed In 12 Years A Slave film By Steve Mc. Queen”.
This research discussed about aims to illustrate the racial stereotype practice that
can be cause discrimination in the 12 Years a Slave movie and to know the effects
of racial stereotyping.25 This analysis is same for the object but for the focuses on
analysis is different.
the forms of discrimination whatever happens in the novel to kill a
Mockingbird by Nelle Harper Lee, how to illustrate the factors that lead to
discrimination that occurs in black, and how to illustrate the effects of racial
discrimination that occurs in black. And the writer uses the main theories on
discrimination by Kenneth J. Arrow. The approach that used by writer is
sociological approach.
The third, the student of Brawijaya University, named Marsya Risgea Anzani
on 2013th with his thesis entailed “A Comparative Studies of Racial Prejudice
Against African-American Portrayed In The Help And The Blind Side Movie”.
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The writer tries to find the problem of studies about the differences and
similarities of racial prejudice experienced by two main characters of the movies
The Help and The Blind Side in 1960 and 2000. The writer uses comparative
studies as the methodology in her research while historical approach is used as a
research approach. Post colonialism theory and Cinematography elements are also
used as a theory to guide the writer study the issue.26
From the preview related researches above, it can be seen and known that this
research is different from them. This research uses theory Racism and uses a
movie as an object, and also this research focused on racism of main character.
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CHAPTER III
METHOD OF RESEARCH
3.1 Design of The Research
In a research, method is really needed and important which are used to find
and to get closer to the answers of the problems. In a research, method becomes
an important part to find the answer and to analyze the result. In writing this thesis
proposal, the writer uses descriptive qualitative method that is suitable with the
aim of this research. The data that is collected from the movie titled 12 Years a
Slave written by Stave Mc. Queen. Qualitative research involves studies that do
not attempt to quantify their results through statistical summary or analysis.
Qualitative studies typically involve interviews and observations without formal
measurement. Qualitative methods is a broad term that can be applied to a range
of research approaches that have their theoretical origins in a range of disciplines
including

anthropology,

sociology,

philosophy,

social

psychology

and

linguistics.27 Qualitative research is often used as a source of hypotheses for later
testing in quantitative research. According to Sugiyono in his book stated that:
“penelitian kualitatif adalah metode untuk meneliti pada kondisi objek
yang alamiah, (sebagai lawannya adalah ekperimen) dimana peneliti
adalah sebagai instrumen kunci, teknik pengumpulan data dilakukan
secara trigulasi (gabungan), analisis data bersifat induktif/kualitatif, dan
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Research.
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hasil

penelitian

kualitatif

lebih

menekankan

makna

dari

pada

generalisasi”.28
This means that qualitative research are research that can describe data with
words not based on statistics or numbers, namely about descriptive data such as
written or spoken that can be observed and analyzed by the author. Therefore, this
method is appropriate for this study because this study aims to describe the life of
the main character, the forms of racism that occurred, and also the effort to get out
of slavery in the movie titled 12 Years a Slave written by Stave Mc. Queen.
For this research the writer uses a qualitative research and descriptive method
because really matches with the object which writer concern about. That are holds
an important role in finishing analysis of 12 A Years Slave movie. By using this
method the writer hopes the purposes of this research are achieved and gave a
good analysis.
3.2 Source Of Data
The source of the data is taken from events, statements, conversations, and
expression used by Solomon Northup in the 12 A Years Slave movie. The movie
has a duration of 2:14 minutes which is producer by Stave McQueen and the
scenario by John Ridley. Chiwetel Ejio for stars as Solomon Northup. The movie
published in America on 2013. The movie was awarded the Golden Globe Award
for Best Motion Picture – Drama, and the British Academy of Film and Television
Arts recognized it with the Best Film and the Best Actor award for Ejiofor. 12
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Years a Slave was later named the 44th greatest film since 2000 in a BBC poll of
177 critics.
3.3 Technique of Data Collection
The technique of data collecting in this research is documentation.
Documentation techniques is method of qualitative collecting data with look or
analyze the documents made one by subject itself or by the other. According to
Sugiyono in his book state that: Document is record of event that has passed. The
document is in the form of writing, drawing, or the monumental works of a
person.29 It means that the data are gotten by collecting some documents as script,
transcript, book, movie, etc. in this sense the writer took data from the movie that
consists of dialogues, and pictures on movie.
The resolve in this research the writer gets the data from scan in duration, so
the writer watches every scan in duration and also take dialogue of 12 Years a
Slave movie to analyzing the problems in this research.
In this research the data are from 12 Years a Slave movie and that are the main
data analysis. And also, the data from library will be collected and will be
analyzed by some steps that writer does in collecting the data base on library
research, there are:
1. The writer watching a view time the script of 12 Years a Slave movie
intensively.
2. The writer reads a view time the script of 12 Years a Slave movie and
marks some important dialogue, event, to make understand to analyzing.
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3. The writer edits the data and classifies them in three groups base on
formulation of the problem.
4. The writer discovering the result of the research, it mean the writer do the
next analyzing base on data analyzing by the approach and the theory
which had chosen. So, it will be gotten the conclusion base on the answer
from the formulation of the problem.
3.4 Technique of Data Analysis
Technique data analysis is a way to analyze the data or information that has
collected, in order to finish the research. In analysis the writer uses a technique of
the data analyzes that is content analysis. According to Suwardi Endraswara in his
book stated that: “analisis konten adalah strategi untuk menangkap pesan karya
sastra”.30 Its mean that, content analysis is a role to have deep analysis that have
identify what can get that to convey in the object as want to analyze. This
technique has purpose to found out conclusion regularly and systematic.
The steps of technique data analysis are:
1. Identifying the data
The writer identified the data and correlated with 12 Years a Slave movie,
and it all must be correlated with psychology as writer concerned.
2. Classifying the data
The writer classify the data in 12 Years a Slave movie into several parts in
order to make it easier to analyze.
3. Analyzing the data.
30
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The writer analyze the data base on the movie 12 Years a Slave and
connect it to the theory about racism that writer used.
4. Taking several conclusion
Finally, after passed several stages in this research writer reached the final
stage of completing this research that is taking conclusion.

CHAPTER IV
FINDING AND ANALYSIS

Through this chapter, the writer analyzed the racism of Solomon Northup as
seen in 12 Years a Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen, which was containing about
social case. This movie about slavery and it was guided by true story which was
encountered by Solomon Northup.
Base on formulation of the problem the writer found: the first the writer
presented and analyzed the data from Solomon Northup’s 12 years as slave, about
the condition of Solomon Northup’s life before being a slave until being a slave.
And second the writer analyzed the form of racism of Solomon Northup as
depicted in the movie and got four forms: discrimination, prejudice, and
segregation. All of them were experienced by Solomon Northup as the main
character in the movie.
4.1 The racism condition of Solomon Northup’s life as seen in 12 Years a
Slave movie by Steve Mc. Queen
In the nineteenth century in the American slavery was still a serious problem,
slavery was much naturally experienced by Negro, they were mostly hired to
became cotton laborers, factory workers and garden workers. This happened
because of economic factors that were still increasing so the need for labor was
very and because of the racism they possessed in the white man's where they felt
superior and the Negroes were inferior to them.
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Precisely in Saratoga, New York in 1841, it was also experienced by a Negro
named Solomon Northup which is featured in the film 12 years a slave. And from
that movie the writer got the condition of Solomon Northup that he experienced
on his life, which were: first the condition when he had not became a slave (free
man) and how he can get caught up in slavery, then racism condition when he
experienced became a slavery until 12 years (slavery condition) until how the
process he out from slavery, and condition after he got his freedom back (freeman
again condition).
a. Free Man Condition ( Before racism practice )
In Saratoga, New York on 1841, Solomon Northup a Negro who lived freely
with a white man without any pressure and violence unlike some other Negro who
did not get the freedom of the day. He was a pre-saintly violinist who
accompanied an event.

Picture 231

The picture on duration ( 00:06:10 – 00:07:05 ) above showed a Solomon
Northup who had performed a violin showed on an evening event with white
31
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people who were happy to dance together, here it could be seen that there was no
social gap between Solomon Northup, a Negro and white people.
Solomon Northup lived happily with his wife and two daughters without any
pressure from anywhere and went through the day like other free people.

Picture 332

It looked like how happily the Solomon Northup with his family was a free
Negro, it could be seen from the clothes that they wore and showed the same
equality as the others and the vehicles that were used, and it all looked no
different from the people who lived freely at that time. We can see it in the picture
above on duration ( 00:08:17 – 00:08:33 ).
In interaction, there was nothing to distinguish between Northup Solomon and
other people; there was nothing to distinguish between white and Negro.
Mr. Moon

Mr. Moon
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: Mr. Northup I have two gentlemen whose
acquaintance you should make, Mr. Brown
and Hamilton
: Mr. Northup, these two gentlemen where
enquiring about individuals and I was just

McQueen, Stave, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration ( 00:08:17 – 00:08:33 )
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Mr. Hamilton
Solomon Northup

this very moment saying Solomon Northup
is an expert player on the violin.
: He was indeed
: Mr. Moon is being overly gracious.33

The situation describe how the interaction between Northup Solomon and
White people, there was no clear how Northup Solomon was highly valued and
respected, even several times he has won praise for his expertise. And also
Northup Solomon was called by the mister prefix by people; it shows that
Solomon Northup was highly respected. There was no communication gap
between them, but respect for each other.

Picture 434

The picture above on duration ( 00:09:23 – 00:10:14 ), Solomon Northup could
enjoy social interaction well without any sense of differenced being expressed
because of race, color, or perspective. Solomon Northup never imagined that he
would get a different treatment, or a treatment that violated his human rights.

33
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He met two white people their names were Mr. Brown and Hamilton, who
claimed to be circus businessmen.

Picture 5 35
The picture on duration ( 00:08:40 – 00:10:13 ) above describe if Solomon
Northup chatted with them. Solomon Northup got an offer to play violin in a
spectacular performance and would get 1 dollar a day and 3 dollars in each
performance with them. Because persuasion and big pay, the Solomon Northup
was lured, so he wanted to come with them to Washington and we can see the
picture below.

Picture 636
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When it arrived in Washington, Solomon Northup was invited to dinner at a
restaurant they talked very deeply without realizing that he was actually being
deceived by them. Then Solomon Northup was fed alcohol until drunk and
unconscious. Solomon Northup was taken by them to a hotel room and rested and
we can see on the picture bellow.

Picture 737
After that Solomon Northup realized and found himself chained in a den. He
just realized that he had been deceived by the two white men and was sold became
a slave and we can see on the picture bellow.

Picture 838
36
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Solomon Northup turned out to be selling by them to a white man named
Burch. Burch was a cruel person; even Solomon Northup got some torture from
him. This was the beginning where Solomon Northup began living his toughest
life of being a slave because he was tricked by two white people who offered him
to join the circus company. Solomon Northup's life changed dramatically from
being a free Negro and now he became a slave.
b. Racism Condition
This condition was the part where the Solomon Northup really felt his life
changed dramatically, from being originally a free Negro, and a professional
violinist, he lived happily with his wife and two children in Saratoga, New York.
But unfortunately all the lives of the independent and happy Solomon Northup
suddenly changed only in an instant, because he was deceived when he met two
white people their names were Mr. Brown and Hamilton, who claimed to be
circus businessmen.
With his cheated, these two white men persuaded Solomon Northup to be
invited to Washington to play in a circus showed. When he arrived in
Washington, Solomon was invited to dinner at a restaurant and then force-fed
until he was drunk and unconscious, and at that time Solomon Northup was
kidnapped and sold by them to Burch to become a slave in the New Orleans area.
And when he was aware of his intoxication, Solomon Northup found himself
chained and made a slave.
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Picture 939

The picture on duration ( 00:11:03 – 00:13:04 ) describe after that Solomon
Northup for the first time he got racism by white Burch, Solomon Northup could
get insult, and then he was accused if he was a runaway Negro from Georgia not
from Saratoga. But Solomon Northup had still kept his defense if he was a free
Negro from Saratoga.
Burch
Solomon
Solomon

Burch
Solomon
Burch
Burch
Burch
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: Well, boy, how do you feel now?
: My name is Solomon Northup
: I am a free man a resident of Saratoga, New York.
The residence of my wife and children who are
equally free. And you have no right whatsoever to
detain me.
: You are not any free man. And I promise you
: I promise you upon my liberation. I will have
satisfaction from this wrong
: Resolve this
: Produce your papers
: You are no free man and you is not from Saratoga.
You are not from Saratoga. You are not a free man.

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration ( 00:11:03 – 00:13:04 )
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You are nothing but a Georgia runaway. You are
just a runaway nigger from Georgia.40
Then Solomon Northup got physical violence, being repeatedly beaten by his
defended and forced to admit that he came from Georgia. For the first time he
experienced physical and psychological violence and we can on the picture
bellow.

Picture 1041

Solomon Northup was then sent to New Orleans and forced to use the name
"Platt", and was bought by a plantation owner named William Ford. Solomon
Northup had now became a slave, he no longer sold labor as a musician, but gave
him his employer, his life was like an ox, who did not sold his energy to the
farmer but gives it without paid. Solomon Northup and other slaves, along with
their workforce, are actually sold forever to their owners. It was commodities that
could move from the hands of one owner to the other. as seen in the picture
below:
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Picture 1142

Solomon Northup brought to his house and then made as a woodcutter worker,
this was the beginning he felt how his life was regulated by the policies of other
people unable to feel how free life was like when he lived in Saratoga New York
as a violinist.
As a slave Solomon Northup under pressure mentally very deep so she
thought of how her to went and be separated from his master who made him a
slave, but then he undo his intentions because of its limited capacity. He could
only try to enjoyed and lived what he had experienced with the abilities he had he
tried to be a good slave and he got a little award in the form of a gift from his
good master.
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Picture 1343

Seen on the picture above on duration ( 00:34:04 – 00:35:06 ) how the activities
carried out by Solomon Northup and with several other black slaves, they worked
as lumberjack and managed it with the supervision of white people. Solomon
Northup with his ability as an educated Negro tried to work well compared to
other Negro so that it actually causes conflict because it becomes social jealousy
of the supervisor, Mr. Tibeats and makes him become angry so that there was a
fight between Solomon Northup and Mr. Tibeats. But Solomon Northup turned
around to beat him, and made master do revenge, so that Solomon Northup got
very cruel treatment as a slave, he wanted to be killed by hanging on a tree, but
blocked by Mr. Chapin.
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Picture 1444

That picture above on duration ( 00:48:18 – 00:52:11 ) was the toughest
condition in Solomon Northup. He got inhuman treatment again. This condition
actually made Mr. Ford unable to maintain it anymore. When a conflict occurred
at Ford's plantation and Solomon Northup was considered a guilty man, despite
his heavy heart, the employer was forced to sell Solomon Northup to Edwin Epps,
a white man who believed that the right to torture slaves was permitted by the
Bible and we can read on monolog below.
Mr. EPPS

44
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: "And that servant which knew his Lord's will
which knew his lord's will and prepared not
himself...prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes..." dye hear that? "stripes." that nigger that
do not take care, that do not obey his lord – that is
his master - dye see? - That were nigger shall be
beaten with many stripes. Now, "many" signifies a
great many. Forty, a hundred, a hundred and fifty
lashes. That is scripter!45
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The statement was a rule that was read by Mr. Epps who was the new master
of Solomon Northup, the regulation explained that every slave must obey his
master otherwise they would get as many stripes. This was the Solomon Northup
journey which follows as a slave; he was meeting by a master who was notorious
for his slaves. Once again Solomon Northup could not do anything; inevitably he
had to go through the situation. He was hire as a cotton picker with very cruel
surveillance; they were treated like animals that were forced to work.

Picture 1546

Seen that picture above on duration ( 00:55:43 – 00:56:10 ) how Solomon
Northup with the others with picking cotton with very strict supervision while
running instructions with lashes so that the slaves could work harder. Edwin Epps
was a cruel racist, he ordered the slaves to harvest cotton at least 200 pounds a
day, if it did not reach the target, and these slaves would be whipped. But
Solomon Northup only could pick 182 pounds, and he got a caning. This was the
toughest situation he faced he was enslaved by an arrogant and cruel master.
46
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The situation continued until a few years later, and then he had to be sent with
his fellow slaves to his new master, Judge Turner because of a pest outbreak in
Mr. Epps's cotton plantation.

Picture 1647

As a slave he also did not get a decent meal, he was only given a few black
berries and just a few pieces of bread and we can see on the picture above on
duration ( 01:23:18 – 01:23:25 ) . After one year with Judge Turner Solomon
Northup must return to Mr. Epps, that means he will feel his cruelty.

Picture 1748
47
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That picture above showed how the treatment of Mr. Epps to Solomon
Northup, he get a sadistic caning just because he could not fulfill his wishes
master. He received inhumane treatment for several years, and made him feel
tired, so that one time he had a plan to try to get out of the slavery he experienced.

Picture 1849
That picture above was condition where Solomon Northup wrote a letter as his
first attempt to get out of slavery. Solomon Northup initially met a white slave
named Armsby, Solomon Northup felt that Armsby could help him, and then
Solomon Northup met him and asked for help to send a letter to his family by
giving Armsby the money that Solomon Northup had.
But apparently the Solomon Northup attempt failed because Armsby betrayed
him; instead he reported to Mr. Epps if Solomon Northup was a learned slave and
could write letters even trying to escape from Mr. Epps by sending a letter to his
family. But with Solomon Northup intelligence, he can convince Mr. Epps if what
Armsby says is a lie.

48
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Picture 1950
For the first time the Northup Solomon attempt to get out of slavery finally
failed, with a heavy heart he burned a letter he painstakingly wrote with
clandestinely and we can see on the picture above.

Picture 2051
That picture above on duration ( 01:55:00 – 01:58:50 ) was condition Solomon
Northup was working to build the Epps house pavilion with a Canadian worker
named Bass. Bass was a person who did not like slavery. Solomon Northup felt
confident with him and told Bass all his life stories. Then with confidence and

50
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sadness, Solomon Northup asked Bass to write a letter to his friend in the north.
Bass was able to request Solomon Northup to help him post a letter to Saratoga by
risking his life. As quoted below:
Solomon Northup

Solomon Northup

Bass

Bass

Bass

: If you truly do, I would ask. I Would beg
that you write my Friends in the north,
acquainting Them with my situation and
Beseeching them to forward free Papers, or
take such steps as they Might consider
proper to secure my Release.
: My daughter Margaret is possibly now 19
and my son Alonzo, 16. I miss them so. It
would be an unspeakable happiness to clasp
my wife and my family again.
: I have always forgone relationships and
family. I did once have a sweetheart who I
loved deeply.
: But that was a long, long time ago. I have
been traveling this country for the best part
of twenty years. My freedom is everything.
The fact that I can walk out of here
tomorrow gives me most pleasure. I see the
aching in your eyes, the pain of not being
attached to your loved ones. My life doesn't
mean much to anyone, but it seems your life
means a lot to a lot of people. What you
have just said to me scares me, and I must
say, sir, I am afraid. Not just for you, but for
me.
: I will write your letter sir, for if I could
bring freedom to you, it will be more than a
pleasure. It will be a duty. Now, would you
be so kind as to pass me those nails, sir.52

One day, the plantation where Solomon Northup worked was visited by the
local sheriff. The sheriff, who comes with another man on a horse-drawn carriage,
calls Solomon who was working. Sheriff asked Solomon Northup a number of
questions to match the answer with the facts of his life in New York. Solomon

52
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Northup recognized another man who came with the sheriff as a shopkeeper he
knew from Saratoga, Mr. Parker who had come to release him after being
enslaved for 12 years and we can see the picture below on duration ( 02:01:53 –
02:02:30 ).

Picture 2153

c. Free man Condition (After racism practice )
After Solomon Northup managed to escape from Mr. Epps's hand as a slave,
Solomon Northup was then taken by Mr. Parker back to Saratoga.
After he felt the bitterness of living a slave for 12 years, getting insulted and
treated inhumanely, he finally got his freedom back to being a normal life like
before with his family in Saratoga, New York.

53
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Picture 2254
That picture above on duration ( 02:07:13 – 02:07:30 ) was a condition where
finally Solomon Northup could reunite with his family after 12 years apart.
Solomon Northup got freedom without anyone doing racism against to him again.
4.2 The Forms Of Racism That Experienced By Solomon Northup’s As Seen
In 12 Years A Slave Movie By Stave Mc. Queen
The researcher found there are many kinds of racism toward Solomon Northup
as seen in 12 years a slave movie. Those kinds of racism appear in the form
discrimination, prejudice, and segregation.
a.

Discrimination
The first form of racism that was analyzed by the researcher was

discrimination colored people who are treated as slave often experienced several
forms of discrimination. Discrimination was negative treatment toward inferior
races which was given irrationally and censes a harm full impact for them.

54
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Through this picture, Solomon Northup showed us the form of discrimination
toward him in his time being a slave as follows:
One of the discrimination toward colored people was done through a
compulsion to admit the falsehood that was created by white people. The human
right of free colored people was often seized by white people. The evidence of this
condition may be seen as follow:
Burch
Solomon Northup
Solomon Northup

Burch
Solomon Northup
Burch
Burch
Burch

: Well, boy, how do you feel now?
: My name is Solomon Northup
: I am a free man a resident of Saratoga,
New York. The residence of my wife and
children who are equally free. And you have
no right whatsoever to detain me.
: You are not any free man. And I promise
you
: I promise you upon my liberation. I will
have satisfaction from this wrong
: Resolve this
: Produce your papers
: You are no free man and you is not from
Saratoga. You’re not from Saratoga. You are
not a free man. You are nothing but a
Georgia runaway. You’re just a runaway
nigger from Georgia.55

Solomon Northup who was sold to a slave dealer which is known as James H.
Burch found himself was not a free man anymore. Burch informed his that he had
bought him and will bring him to new-Orleans, where he would work as a slave.
His asserting that he was a free man was denied by Burch. Beside, Burch also said
that Solomon Northup was a slave from Georgia. The liberty that was owned by
Solomon Northup was not trusted by Burch. His voiced was also not listened at
all. However, Solomon Northup was forced to follow their game. Nothing could
55
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be done accepted receiving the torture from them. This occurrence was the
beginning of Solomon Northup’s journey as slave.
Afterword, his name was also forced to be changed. The discrimination was
through the probation of using his original name. Solomon Northup was given a
new name that was Platt by Burch. Even though he refused it, Burch sold him
with this name. Therefore, the slave dealer and his next master could him with his
name.
Solomon Northup

Freeman

: My name is not Platt. My name is
( Freeman strikes Solomon hard across the
face )
: Your name is Platt, and I will teach you
your name so that you don't forget.56

This conversation showed us that colored people slave may be prohibited to
us their name. Solomon Northup not permitted to choose his own name. He must
sincerely become accustomed to his new name. Moreover, slave could use their
family name.
Through this changed, the identity of Solomon Northup was harder to be
found by his family. Later, this changed causes the failure of his struggle by
sending letter to Hendry B. Northup. Hendry could not find him because of his
indefinite location and identity. This was evidence that discrimination had a
handful impact to its victim.
The next from discrimination that was experienced by Solomon Northup was
prohibition of heaving reading or writing skill. Because this would endanger the
56
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life of Solomon Northup as a slave, as Clemens Ray said on Solomon Northup
while on board.
Clemens Ray : If you want to survive, do and say as little as
possible. Tell no One who you really are and tell no
one that you can read and write. Unless you want to
be a dead Negro.57
This happens because if slaves could read or write it would harm and endanger
white people, because they would find it difficult to fool slaves. This matter was
directly experienced by Solomon Northup; inevitably he had to hide his ability to
be safe, like when he was asked by Judge Turner.
Solomon Northup
Judge Turner
Solomon Northup
Judge Turner
Solomon Northup

: Sir.
: Platt is it? Have you cultivated cane
previously?
: No, Sir, I have not.
: You take to it quite naturally. Are you
educated?
: Niggers are hired to work, not to read and
write.58

And one more discrimination against Solomon for the direct form of
prohibition on reading or writing when Solomon tried to make a letter and asked
Armsby to send the letter, but instead he betrayed it by reporting it to Mr. Epps,
after that Mr. Epps met Solomon and threatened directly to Solomon Northup if it
was true that Solomon Northup was an educated slave.
Epps
Epps
Epps

57
58

: Well, boy. I understand I've got a learned
nigger that writes
: letters and tries to get white fellows to mail
me.
: Well, Armsby told me today the devil was
among my niggers. That I had one that
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Solomon Northup
Epps
Solomon Northup

Solomon Northup

needed close watching or he would run
away. When I axed him why, he said you
come over to him and waked him up in the
middle of the night and wanted him to carry
a letter to Marksville. What have yah got to
say to that?
: All I have to say, master, is all that need be
said. There is no truth in it.
: You say.
: How could I write a letter without ink or
paper? There is nobody I want to write to
'cause I had not got any friends living as I
know of. That Armsby is a lying drunken
fellow. You know this, just as you know that
I am constant in truth. Now, master, I can
see what that Armsby is after, plain enough.
Did not he want you to hire him for an
overseer? a beat.
: That was it. He wants to make you believe
we are all going to run away and then he
thinks you'll hire an overseer to watch us.
He believes you are soft soap. He was given
to such talk. I believe he had just made this
story out of whole cloth, 'cause he wants to
get a situation. It was all a lie, master, you
may depend not. It was all a lie.59

It can be seen that conversation that the fatuity of colored salve was caused by
the restrictiveness of facility to support their knowledge. There was a big limit
that separated between them and knowledge. There was no any chanced for them
to got education. The opinion that colored people were created as inferior who do
not have any wits and skill was totally could not be accepted. This opinion was
only a reason to do any negative treatment toward them.
In the view of some white people, colored people are not totally same with
colored people. Colored slave is regarded as same with inhuman property.

59
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Picture 2360
The photo above showed how the results of Mr. Epps's treatment of Solomon
because he could not fulfill the demands of his master, namely picking cotton with
a weight of at least 200 pounds, but he was only able to weigh 180 pounds,
meaning he had to be lashed for 150 lashes. Solomon Northup is not treated like a
human being. He is treated like property or animal without any sense of humanity
from his master. Moreover, being transferred to other master is not always brings
a better change. Being subject not better from animal is also experienced by
Solomon in his new master’s plantation. Epps is not different from Tibetas in the
manner of treating his slave.
Another form of discrimination toward Solomon is getting a coming of
treason from white people. It is occurred in the plantation of Epps.
Epps
Epps
Epps
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: Well, boy. I understand I have got a learned nigger
that writes
: letters and tries to get white fellows to mail me.
: Well, Armsby told me today the devil was among
my niggers. That I had one that needed close
watching or he would run away. When I axed him
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why, he said you come over to him and waked him
up in the middle of the night and wanted him to
carry a letter to Marksville. What have yah got to
say to that?61
Armsby was a white person who wants to be an overseer in Epps plantation.
During his presence, he had a good attitude toward Solomon. He paid good
attention to him. His good attitude made Solomon asks Armsby to help him
sending a letter to his family or friends. Armsby convinced him that he would
send it. Unexpectedly, Armsby was a traitor. He told Epps about Solomon’s plan.
Knowing it, Epps was automatically become angry. He came to Solomon and
released his angry.
b. Prejudice
Another form of racism of Solomon Northup as seen 12 years a slave is
prejudice. It is describe negative state toward other people from different race.
Prejudice is often given by white people to the colored people. Prejudice is
frequently motivated by hate of white people toward colored people. They may
give the prejudice without any reasonable cause. Prejudice is commonly the result
of generalization of current group. The perception of every individual is often
seen from the general perception toward his group. The form of prejudice in this
statement can be seen in this following part:
Burch

61
62

: You are no free man and you are not from
Saratoga. You are not from Saratoga. You are not a
free man. You are nothing but a Georgia runaway.
You are just a runaway nigger from Georgia62
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As colored person who was kidnapped to be a slave, Solomon was forced to
receive his new identity as slave. But, he could not do it. He asserted that he was
no man’s slave. He declared that he was a freeman from Saratoga who had a wife
and three children who were also free. He also said that his name was actually
Solomon Northup, not Platt as they knew him. When he tried to give this truth,
James H. Burch who was slave dealer who had owned him, Burch gave him a
variety of bad designation toward Solomon. Solomon was regarded as a black liar
and may other negative application.
Furthermore, another evidence of prejudice against Solomon by his master
was showed as follow:
Tibeats
Solomon Northup

Tibeats
Solomon Northup

: Calling me a liar, boy?
: Only a matter of perspective, sir. From
where you stand you may see differently.
But the hands are not mistaken. I ask only
that you employ all your senses before
rendering judgment. What is Tibeats to do
when faced with fact? All he can do is spew
invectives.
: You are a brute. You are a dog, and no
better for following instruction.
: I will do as ordered, sir.63

That was the conversation between Solomon Northup and Tibeats, he felt
Solomon Northup had betrayed him by opposing his opinion when giving advised
to Mr. Ford, and he considered that Solomon Northup accused him of Tibeats
lying. And with accusations like that Solomon got insults from Tibeats.

63
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There was another incident where Solomon was called as liar. It seems very
easy to white people to give the appellation toward their slaves without
considering the validity of it. The following quotation was the evidence of it.
Solomon Northup
EPPS
Solomon Northup
EPPS
Solomon Northup

: Found her, Master, and brought her back
just as instructed.
: What did you just now tell her? What'd
you say to Pats?
: No words were spoken. None of
consequence.
: Lie! Damned liar! Saw you talking' with
ear. Tell me!
: I cannot speak of what did not occur.64

This judgment was given to Solomon Northup by his Master, Epps. This
judgment was given when Solomon Northup was indicating told other slave about
was identity. Epps who did not know the true identity of Solomon Northup
thought that Solomon Northup was liar. Without having an observation, he
became angry to Solomon Northup and gave this judgment. Forcing this incident,
Solomon was unable to speak. It was not safe to him to have a contradiction to his
master. Therefore, he was silent without asserting the truth.
Colored people were also often regarded as same whit animal. During his time
as slave, Solomon Northup experienced this condition. There was evidence which
were found by the researcher that showed it. The first evidence was in this
following part:
Epps

64

: Whoa, whoa, whoa. Yah compare me to a nigger,
Bass? Yah might as well ask what the difference is
between a white man and a baboon. Now, I seen one
of them critters in Orleans that know just as much as
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any nigger I got. You had called them fellers
citizens, I suppose?65
This sentence was uttered by master Epps was his conversation with Bass.
This conversation was listened by Solomon Northup. Bass was white person who
was disagreeing with the system of slavery. When he was in the plantation of
Epps, he debated with Epps about their views toward the slavery. Bass though that
all human are created equal by the god. There was no difference between white
and colored people. In contrast, Epps saw that was a big difference between white
and colored people. Moreover, he used the word baboon that refers to colored
people. It was indicate that Epps though that colored people was not better than
baboon, whether in the quality of physic and thought.
c. Segregation
The third form of racism of Solomon Northup as seen 12 years a slave that is
analyzed by the writer is segregation. Segregation refers to same kinds of spatial
and public facilities separation. White people built a great separation between
them and the colored people who work for them as their slave. Colored people
who are regarded as inferior are often not given any proper and comfort facilities
from their masters. While the master who was white people family stay in the
luxurious house whit was commonly mentioned as the great housel, the salve
stays in the nasty cabin without any reasonable facilities. The existence of this
kind of segregation reflected on the movie as follows:
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Picture 2466

The picture above describe that Solomon Northup who was deceived by
Merril Brown and Abraham Hamilton find his self his unconsciousness in the
strange room which was not comfortable at all. Solomon who was actually
kidnapped to be a slave was place in a bad room which is actually is a cell without
bad, blanked or any other proper facilities. The two kidnapped did not care about
himself who was in the sick condition. Solomon Northup who ought to get a good
nursing to recover his sick did not get it at all. In contrast, he got a big trouble
from that brutal treatment.
The suffering of colored people was never satisfies white people. The sense of
humanity never came to their mind and heart. When they gave those colored man
facilities are not different from the facilities given from animal, this condition was
revealed as follow:
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Picture 2567

Solomon Northup got an inhuman place with other slaves; they were placed in
a room like a warehouse or a stable. This separation caused the treatment of white
people before Solomon Northup and other slaves were sent to another place to
trade we can see the picture above.
The segregation place was not only given to Solomon Northup in the slave
pen in the slave in Washington. It was also given to him during his time becoming
a slave. He and other slaves are placed in the separated place with their master.
They are placed in the cabin while their master stayed in their marvelous house
which was commonly mentioned as the great house. The following picture is one
of the evidence.
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Picture 2668

This picture above showed how the condition of the Solomon Northup’s
residence as a slave who only lives in a house made of boards that were a little far
away from his master's house. Solomon Northup and other slaves were
deliberately placed a little apart from the host's house to have a difference
between the slave and the master. And the condition of the host's residence was
far different from the staid of the slaves like the following:

Picture 2769

68
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Trough that picture above on duration ( 01:02:39 – 01:03:25 ) , Solomon
Northup showed us that the master a residence that commonly mentioned as the
great housel. This kind of house was not available for the slave except the cooks
or slave houses who are permitted to working the house. From this we can see
unfair separation between master and slave that is built by white people.
The above explanation has clearly proven that Solomon Northup’s 12 years a
slave reflects the social phenomenon of racism. Solomon Northup invited us open
our eyes and mind to see the cruelty of practice of racism and slavery. Besides, he
also clearly showed us the imaged of racism that exists in the slavery system.

CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
After analyzing the data, the writer had conclusion and suggestion related to
previous chapter. In this chapter, the writer presented the conclusion of the whole
analysis and the suggestion for further research related to this study.
4.1

Conclusion
Based on the previous chapter, the writer concluded that there were two

conditions experienced by Solomon in the 12 years a slave movie, they are:
a. Freeman condition (before racism pratice): where he was a normal Negro as a
violinist who had a wife and two children. There was no negative treatment he
gets from anyone including white people. Even he was highly valued as an
educated and violinist. Then the process of how he was trapped in the practice
of slavery racism which changed his life.
b. Racism condition: this condition was the hardest part that was experienced
Solomon Northup during his lifetime, he was deceived and sent to the New
Orleans and then sold to a master to be made in the garden according to his
master's duty. He also got the practice of racism directly. He experienced the
physical and psychological violence of white people for many years. and how
the struggled of Solomon Northup to escape from racism practice until finally
he can got the freedom and back to Saratoga.
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c. Free man condition (after racism practice): conditions after being out of
slavery for 12 years, where he finally returned to Saratoga and reunited with
his family.
Furthermore, the writer found three models of racism that experienced by
Solomon Northup. Those are:
a. Discrimination, form of racism that dominates the negative treatment of white
people toward colored slave. The discrimination was done through the seizing
of human right, prohibition of using original and family name, giving exceed
hours of work, treating like property and animal, prohibition of reading and
writing skill.
b. Prejudice was given by white people to their colored slave without any
reasonable cause. The Negro slaves often accept some prejudice that is causes
by the absence of stratification from their master. Solomon Northup was
prejudice as liar of nigger.
c. Segregation was given by white people to their colored slaves by building a
great separation between master and slaves. White people lived in the
luxurious house that was commonly called as great house, while their salves
lived in the nasty cabin without any property facilities.
4.2

Suggestion
The last section in this chapter is suggestion. Since this study is not a

complete study, the writer suggests to the next writers to conduct the research

62

with same movie and issue more to had complete analysis to the movie. The next
writer can analyze the racism toward other character.
Undoubted, this research has many weaknesses. Therefore, the writer
expects there will be the next writer who completes the weakness in this study.
Furthermore, critic and suggestion is also accepted by the writer as the
amelioration for the next project.
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APPENDIX I
1. The condition of Solomon Northup’s life as seen in 12 Years a Slave
movie by Stave Mc. Queen
a. Free man condition
No.

Pictures

Dialogues

Mr. Moo: Mr. Northup I have two gentlemen
whose acquaintance you should make, Mr. Brown
and Hamilton

1.

Mr. Moon: Mr. Northup, these two gentlemen
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:06:10 – 00:07:05 )

Where enquiring about individuals and I was just
this very moment saying Solomon Northup is an
expert player on the violin.
Mr. Hamilton: he was indeed
Solomon Northup: Mr. Moon is being overly
gracious.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:08:43 – 00:09:16 )

2.

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:08:17 – 00:08:33 )

3.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:08:40 – 00:10:13 )

4.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:09:23 – 00:10:14 )

b. Slave Condition
No.

Pictures

dialogues

Burch: Well, boy, how do you feel now?
1.

Solomon: My name is Solomon Northup

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:09:23 – 00:10:14 )

Solomon: I am a free man of a resident of
Saratoga, New York. The residence of my wife
and children who are equally free. And you have
no right whatsoever to detect me.
Burch: You are not any free man. And I promise
you
Solomon: I promise you upon my liberation. I
will have satisfaction from this wrong
Burch: Resolve this
Burch: Produce your papers
Burch: You are no free man and you are not from
Saratoga. You are not from Saratoga. You are not
a free man. You are nothing but a Georgian
runaway. You are just a runaway nigger from
Georgia.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration
( 00:13:07 – 00:14:16 )

2.

Mr. EPPS: "And that servant who knew his
Lord's will that knew his lord's will prepared ...
not prepared according to his will, shall be beaten
with many stripes ..." dye hear that? "stripes." that
nigger that do not take care, that do not obey his
lord - that is his master - dye see? - That was
nigger shall be beaten with many stripes. Now,
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a "many" signifies a great many. Forty, 100, and
Slave Movie,
Duration
( fifty lashes. That is scripter.
00:11:03 – 00:13:04 )

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration
( 00:54:35 – 00:55:42 )

4.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration (
00:14:32 – 00:15:42 )

5.

6.

7.

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:27:52 – 00:28:37 )

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:30:55 – 00:32:00 )

McQueen, Steve, 12

Years a

Slave Movie,
Duration
00:34:04 – 00:35:06 )

(

8.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:48:18 – 00:52:11 )

9.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:55:43 – 00:56:10 )

10.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(

01:23:18 – 01:23:25 )

11.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
01:29:18 – 01:30:50 )

c. Free Man Condition (After Slavery)
No.

Picture

1.

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie, Duration ( 02:07:13

Dialogue

– 02:07:30 )

2. The Forms Of Racism That Experienced By Solomon Northup’s As Seen
In 12 Years A Slave Movie By Stave Mc. Queen
a. Discrimination
No.

Pictures

Dialogues

Burch: Well, boy, how do you feel now?
Solomon Northup: My name is Solomon Northup

1.

Solomon Northup: I am a free man a resident of
Saratoga, New York. The residence of my wife and
children who are equally free. And you have no
Years a right whatsoever to detect me.

McQueen, Steve, 12
Slave Movie, Duration
01:29:18 – 01:30:50 )

(

Burch: You are not any free man. And I promise
you
Solomon Northup: I promise you upon my
liberation. I will have satisfaction from this wrong
Burch: Resolve this
Burch: Produce your papers
Burch: You are no free man and you are not from
Saratoga. You're not from Saratoga. You are not a
free man. You are nothing but a Georgian runaway.
You've just a runaway nigger from Georgia

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:13:07 – 00:14:16 )

Solomon Northup: My name is not Platt. My name
is.(Freeman strikes Solomon hard across the face)
Freeman: Your name is Platt, and I will teach you
your name so that you don't forget.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:27:52 – 00:28:37 )

Clemens Ray: If you want to survive, do and say as
little as possible. Tell no One who you really are
and tell no one that you can read and write. Unless
you want to be dead Negro.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:21:21 – 00:21:53 )

Solomon Northup: Sir.
Judge Turner: Platt is it? have you cultivated cane
previously?
Solomon Northup: No, sir, I have not.
Judge Turner: You take to it quite naturally. Are
you educated?
Solomon Northup: Niggers are hired to work, not to
read and write.

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
01:23:59 – 01:24:23 )

Epps: Well, boy. I understand I've got learned
nigger that writes
Epps: letters to get white fellows to mail me.
Epps: Well, Armsby tol 'me today the devil was
among my niggers. That I had one that needed he
would run away. When I ax him why, he says you
come over to him and waked him up in the middle
of the night and wanted him to carry a letter to
Marksville. What have you got to say to that?
Solomon Northup: All I have to say, master, is all
that needs to be said. There is no truth in it.
Epps: You say.
Solomon Northup: How can I write a letter without
ink or paper? There is nobody I want to write to
cause I have not got friends living as I know of.
That Armsby is a lying drunken fellow. You know
this, just as you know that I am a constant in truth.
Now, master, I can see what Armsby is after, plain
enough. Doesn't he want you to hire him for an
overseer? a beat.
Solomon Northup: That's it. He wants to hire you,
overseer to watch us. He believes you are soft soap.
He's given to such talk. I believe he's just made this
story out of whole cloth, 'cause he wants to get a
situation. It's all a lie, master, you may depend not.

It's all a lie.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
01:34:29 – 01:37:00 )

Epps: Well, boy. I understand I've got learned
nigger that writes
Epps: letters to get white fellows to mail me.
Epps: Well, Armsby told me today the devil was
among my niggers. That I had one that needed he
would run away. When I ax him why, he says you
come over to him and waked him up in the middle
of the night and wanted him to carry a letter to
Marksville. What have you got to say to that?
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
01:34:13 – 01:37:40 )

b. Prejudice
No.

Picture

Dialogues

Burch : You are no free man and you are not from
Saratoga. You are not from Saratoga. You are not a
free man. You are nothing but a Georgia runaway.
You’re just a runaway nigger from Georgia.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:13:07 – 00:14:16 )

Tibeats: Calling me a wild, boy?
Solomon Northup: Only a matter of perspective, sir.
From where you stand you may see differently. But
the hands are not mistaken. I ask only that you
employ all your senses before rendering judgment.
What is Tibeats to do when faced with fact? All he
can do is spew invectives.
Tibeats: You are a brute. You are a dog, and no
better for following instruction.
Solomon Northup: I will do as ordered, sir.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
00:42:12 – 00:43:40 )

Solomon Northup: Found her, the Master, and
brought her back just as instructed.
EPPS: What did you just now tell her? What'd you
say to Pats?
Solomon Northup: No words were spoken. None of
consequence.
EPPS: Lie! Damned wild! Saw you talking 'with
ear. Tell me!
Solomon Northup: I cannot speak of what did not
occur.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
01:09:57 – 01:12:25 )

Epps : Whoa, whoa, whoa. Yah compare me to a
nigger, Bass? Yah might as well ask what the
difference is between a white man and a baboon.
Now, I seen one of them critters in Orleans that
know just as much as any nigger I got. You had call
them fellers citizens, I suppose?
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a Slave Movie, Duration (
01:42:10 – 01:45:05 )

c. Segregation
No.

1.

Pictures

McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:11:07 – 00:13:05 )

Dialogues

2.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:18:10 – 00:19:02 )

3.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
00:39:40 – 00:40:45 )

4.
McQueen, Steve, 12 Years a
Slave Movie,
Duration
(
01:02:39 – 01:03:25 )

APPENDIX II
SYNOPSIS

12 Years of Slave was a movie from the true story of a Negro, who told about
life in the America in 1841, which still legalizes slavery against Negroes. How at
that time differences were still a matter of identity discrimination there. The
background of this movie was slavery based on differences in skin color, where
the Negroes were considered as a people destined by God to become slaves to the
white people. Negroes who were forced to work inhumanely on white plantations.
However, even though at that time it was indeed a time of slavery against the
Negro, not all Negroes in the United States were living as lowly caste and had to
work as slaves. Solomon Northup for example, he was a Negro who lived as an
independent person, worked as a professional violinist, he lived happily with his
wife and two children in Saratoga, New York. But unfortunately all of Solomon's
independent and happy life suddenly changed in an instant, when she met two
white men, Mr. Brown and Hamilton who claimed to be circus businessmen. With
his cheats cheating, these two white men persuaded the Solomon Northup to be
invited to Washington to play in a circus show. When he arrived in Washington,
Solomon Northup was invited to dinner at a restaurant and then force-fed until he
was drunk, and unconscious. When he was aware of his drunkenness, Solomon
found himself chained and made a slave.
Solomon Northup was then sent to New Orleans and forced to use the name
"Platt", he was forced to claim to be an escaped slave from Georgia. Despite not
carrying an official identity, Solomon Northup still refused to recognize himself
as a slave, so he was beaten repeatedly by the white executioner to admit he was a
slave, and was bought by a plantation owner named William Ford. Solomon

Northup had now became a slave, he no longer sold labor as a musician, but gave
him his employer, his life was like an ox, who did not sell his energy to the farmer
but gave it without paid. Solomon Northup and other slaves, along with their
workforce, were truly sold forever to their owners. It was commodities that could
move from the hands of one owner to the other.
Luckily for Solomon Northup, he managed to establish good relations with his
employer, because his work was very satisfying. He was given a violin by the
employer as an expression of gratitude for his work. But as good as any Solomon
Northup’s work he is still a slave. Occasionally when there was a conflict at
Ford's plantation and Solomon Northup was considered a guilty person, despite
his heavy heart, the employer was forced to sell Solomon Northup to Edwin Epps,
a white man who believed that the right to torture slaves was allowed by the
Bible.
Edwin Epps was a cruel racist, he ordered the slaves to harvest cotton at least
200 pounds a day, if it did not reach the target, and these slaves would be
whipped. Even Solomon Northup was not spared from the acts of violence
committed by Edwin Epps; he was punished for being unable to pick cotton up to
200 pounds.
Northup Solomon with his ability to struggle to get out of the slavery he
experienced. with his ability as an educated Negro he tried to write a letter and
intended to send it to his family in Saratoga by asking for help from a friend
named Armsby, but he betrayed him who made a failure of his efforts.

but Solomon Northup did not despair, one day Solomon began working to
build the Epps house pavilion with a Canadian worker named Bass. Bass was not
liked by Epps after he revealed his opposition to slavery. On the other hand,
Solomon began to trust Bass and told him about his abduction. Solomon asked
Bass to help him post a letter to Saratoga. Risking his life, Bass agreed to do so.

And then One day, on the plantation where Solomon Northup worked was
visited by the local sheriff. The sheriff, who came with another man on a horsedrawn carriage, called Solomon who was working. Sheriff asked Solomon
Northup a number of questions to match the answer with the facts of his life in
New York. Solomon Northup recognized another man who came with the sheriff
as a shopkeeper whom he knew from Saratoga who had deliberately come to
release him after being enslaved for 12 years. And Solomon finally returned to
being a free man and gathered together again with his family.

